
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
Bethel Municipal Center, l School Street

Bethel, Connecticut 06801 Telephone: ( 203) 794- 8501
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REGULAR MEETING

Thursday, May 9, 2024 tn w

3: 30 p. m.

Meeting held in Meeting Room A and via Google Meet i

Present: First Selectman Daniel Carter, Commissioner Deno Gualtieri, and Commissioner and Peter Valenti. Also in attenwxce,
Public Utilities Director Thomas Villa, Utility Supervisor Kelly Curtis, Town Counsel Melanie O' Brien, and Comptroller Brad
Heering, Ryan Meacham and James Papadimitriou, Wright-Pierce

Absent: Selectman Straiton and Selectman Bryan Terzian

Call to Order: First Selectman Carter called the Regular Meeting to order at 3: 31 p.m. and led the Commission in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Public Input: None

Correspondence: None

Minutes:

Meeting Minutes from Regular Meeting of April 30, 2024:
First Selectman Carter made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Gualtieri, to approve the minutes fi-om the Regular
Meeting of Apri130, 2024, as submitted.  Vote, All in Favor, Motion Approved. .

Financials:

1.   Financial Report: Comptroller Heering reviewed the Financial Report, dated April 30, 2024, with the Commission.

2.   Invoices:
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Ventlor Inv Date„.    Inv `#  Amount Descrlpfion Account

omplete

1 Kovacs Construction 05/ 01/ 24 12 329, 873. 75 50. 20%   Bergstrom Well WTP Water Dept.

as of 0240235-5405

5/ 1/ 24

2 Weston& Sampson 11/ 08/ 23 11232518 624. 51 97. 42%       Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Sewer Dept.

as of Sub Area 14 Design 0340235- 5405

10/ 27/ 23

3 Weston& Sampson 05/ 03/ 24 5241219 1, 725. 67 98. 97%       Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Sewer Dept.

as of Sub Area 14 Design 0340235- 5405

4/ 26/ 24

4 Weston& Sampson 05/ 02/ 24 5241165 18, 168. 22 9. 07%    Professional Services Sewer Dept.

as of Sub Area 13 0340235- 5405

4/ 26124

5 Wright- Pierce 05/ 07/ 24 235979 6, 406.57 72.04%      Water System Water Dept.

1024 as of SCADA Upgrade 0240235- 5405

4/ 26/ 24

6 law Offices of Melanie P.    04/ 22/ 24 2024.01W 822. 50 N/ A Professional Services Water Dept.

O' Brien, LLc Water Invoice 0210160- 5352
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7 Green Mountain Pipeline 04/ 02/ 24 4 935. 64 100% Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Sewer Dept.

as of Sub Area 15 0340235- 5405

4/ 02/ 24 Railroad Easement

A      
cF

358, 556 86
v.a.

First Selectman Carter made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Valenti, to approve the invoices, dated May 9, 2024,
in the amount of$358, 556. 86, as submitted.  Vote, A11 in Favor, Motion Approved.

New Business:

I.   SCADA Project Update: Ryan Meacham, Wright Pierce, reviewed a presentation of the proposed SCADA Project
with the Commission. The estimated probable construction costs are$ 794, 500. 00, with bidding estimates at

13, 000. 00, construction services estimate of$ 156, 400. 00, for a total cost of$ 964, 000. 00. The anticipated project
schedule would be, bid opening mid-July, bid selection mid-August, construction 14- 18 months, with substantial
completion anticipated Winter 2025.

D. Gualtieri questioned if training would be provided and what security measures would be used. Mr. Meacham and
Mr. Papadimitriou detailed the training that would be provided, and security would follow the AWWA guidelines,
have a single point of entry, and utilize the Town' s Duo push. Individual users would be given different levels of
access. 1 year warranty on workmanship and 5 trips plus 40 hours built in on service.

The Town' s current license is a 75 watt, voice only, and does not carry data. Will need to change, if possible, or
apply for a new license.

2.   18 Stony Hill: Scott Lukowski, P. E., spoke on behalf of the applicant of 18 Stony Hill Road, Econolodge. The
applicant is proposing a new building behind the existing building consisting of 68 additional rooms for a proposed
sewer allocation of 5, 100 gallons per day. They are proposing combining the sewer flows from both hotels to a dual-
pump pump station with a force main to Route 6. They are serviced by Aquarion Water and will be appearing before
Planning& Zoning next week. Director Villa will require a grinder pump, and a manhole on property to a 6" lateral
to main.

First Selectman Carter made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Valenti, to approve a sewer allocation
of 5, 100 gallons per day for 18 Stony Hill Road for a proposed new hotel.   Vote, All in Favor, Motion Approved,

3.   Draft Water& Sewer Budget for Discussion: Comptroller Heering reviewed the proposed budgets with the
Commission. Discussion ensued. Revisions will occur before next meeting.

Comptroller Heering stated he spoke to the City of Danbury and the employee in charge of billing passed away and
the position has not been filled, hence the delay in billing.

D. Gualtieri questioned health and safety for employees. Director Villa and Comptroller provided information and
will update the Commission as needed.

Director' s Report:  Director Villa reviewed the following with the Commission:
Annual water quality report is complete.

Old Business:

1.   MIU Replacements:

K. Curtis reported 285 MIU left to do last month. The currently have 240 downtown and 27 in Stony Hill. Aquarion
Water will handle the Stony Hill area. Pits will be done after the fiscal year ends.

2.   PUC Capital Project Status Summary:  Director Villa reported the following:
Bergstrom: 50% of the project is paid out, with 62% of the project complete. Potential delay with Eversource meter
cans and the control center.

Sanitary Sewer Evaluation of Sub Area 13:  CCTV work and flow isolation completed.  Manhole inspections

nearly done. Estimating cost for heavy cleaning that needs to be done is$ 70, 000.00.

First Selectman Carter made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Valenti, to approve the not to exceed
amount of$ 70, 000. 00 for heavy cleaning in Sub Area 13.   Vote, All in Favor, Motion Approved.
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3.   PFAS Class Action Update: Court date set for April 24, with claims due by June 17, 2024. Director Villa is ready
to go, just waiting for online submittal form to have a button for submission.

Utility Supervisor' s Report: Utilities Supervisor Kelly Curtis reported the following:
Justin Bechtold is officially the Chief Operator after passing his test.
Potential new hire having a background check done.
Leak survey over the past few weeks. Hydrant at Bethel Glass making noise. Hydrant is 60 years old. Ordered parts
for repair. Investigating another on Honey Hollow.
Service leak at 27 Reservoir repaired.

Adjourn:  As there was no further business on the agenda, Commissioner Valenti made a motion, which was seconded by
Commissioner Gualtieri, to adjourn the meeting at 5: 05 p. m. Vote, All in Favor, Motion Unanimously Approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Galbis
Recording Secretary
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