
Minutes of the Bethel Board of Education Regular Meeting held on Thursday, April 25, 2024, in
Board of Education Conference Room E, 1 School Street, PO Box 253, Bethel, CT 06801 and via
Live Stream.

Attendance: None.

Administrative Attendance: C. Carver, K. Brooks, J. Variale, C. Sipala, M. Rutledge

D. Nostin, Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 7: 00 PM.

Board Members Attendance:

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:  Present

Anthony Cassio:      Present

Mr. Scott Clayton:   Present, arrived at 7: 10 PM.  

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Present
w

Mr. Bill Foster: Present

Mrs. Jen Larsen:      Present

Mrs. Courtney Martin:     Absents
Mr. Daniel Nostin:   Present r 1    

Ti-

Ms. Pat Rist:   Present, via phone
77.      

QJ
C:)
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A. Call to Order

Roll Call for Quorum

Pledge of Allegiance

2. Board Recognition/ A Salute to Excellence

Bethel High School Navy JROTC has been selected as a Navy Distinguished Unit with
Academic Honors for the 21st consecutive year.

Bethel High School Navy JROTC has also been selected as the NJROTC Most Outstanding
Unit for the Northeast Region and is being considered for Most Outstanding in the
Nation among 29 other units representing their respective regions.
US News and World Report released their 2024 Best High Schools in the State of

Connecticut.   BPS has been proud over the last several years to be in the top 50, this
year we are particularly proud to be moved up to number 33, a significant increase in
ratings.  This exceeded many of our more affluent local districts.

A. 2023 Bonnie B. Carney Award of Excellence

Dr. Carver presented the CABE 2023 Bonnie B. Carney Award of Excellence to Cindy Fuerman
for Special Project AV- " What I Love About Bethel Public Schools Promo video.

B. Gifts, Grants, & Bequests



None.

3. Consent Calendar

A. Approval of Minutes

1.      March 18, 2024- Special Meeting

Move to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2024 - Special Meeting. Passed with a motion
by Mr. Bill Foster and a second by Mrs. Jen Larsen.
Anthony Cassio: Abstain

Ms. Pat Rist:      Abstain

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:     Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:   Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin:      Yea

4. Correspondence

Letter to new BOE member Anthony Cassio, regarding his appointment to the Board of
Education from Daniel E. Carter, First Selectman.

Construction Audit Commencing - Letters from the Department of Administrative

Services regarding the initiation of the audit of the Johnson and Rockwell Schools. As
consistent with the State statute, DAS holds back 11% of the reimbursement grant until

the audit is completed.

5. Public Comment

Gabriela Hernandez, 114 Knollwood Drive, spoke to the Board about a Walk Audit of STONY HILL

ROAD/ ROUTE 6 in Bethel to document and capture the experiences of pedestrians, cyclists, and

public transportation riders and others to find and recommend to the town more sustainable

walkable transit- oriented development options.

6. Administrative/ Board Member Update

A. Board Chairperson Update

Scott Clayton welcomed new Board member Anthony Cassio to the Board. He spoke about the
budget passing and the support of the community.    Mr. Clayton spoke to Board members about

the Bethel FOIA Meeting Policy - From 1st Selectman ( This will be an annual reminder at each

annual BOE meeting.)    Mr. Clayton provided the Board with the updated Standing Committees.



B. Administrative Update

HVAC GRANT: Dr. Carver informed the Board the district will receive a grant for HVAC.  She

stated it will be formally announced in a few weeks.

2024 BPS Awards Celebration: May 23, 2024, 4 PM - 6 PM, at the Amber Room.   RSVP by May
10th.  Seethe flyer for details and the RSVP link.

Excess Cost: Senate Bill 5 is still in play at the state legislature.   This would provide for no cap
on Excess Cost.   Dr. Carver asked Board members to call legislators to advocate for full

funding.

Board of Selectman Approval:  The BOS cut some of the items out of the 460 with the promise
to let the district proceed from another funding source.  At their meeting they approved for the
distrit to: ( 1) Update the controls software; ( 2) replace carpet at Berry School and ( 3) repair or
replace the dumpster enclosures.  They approved all work using town ARP funds. This does not
go to the BOF because it is grant funds.

3- 8 NWEA Results:  The district saw significant improvements in mathematics, both in the
number of students reaching proficiency and those who met their goals.   In reading, there was
not an implementation dip and the district improved in some grades, both year- to- year and
cohort data. The district also saw a number of students meet their growth goals, unlike we have
ever seen previously.   Rockwell  & Berry will take the assessment at the beginning of May. We
will also be starting our state testing at the beginning of May ( SBAC and NGSS) in grades 3- 8 and
11 ( NGSS).

School Day SAT Results- College Board: The College Board Released a summary of our School
Day results.   This is not the official SDE release, as there may be some minor adjustments.   Dr.

Carver provided a year- to- year comparison.  Our data is significantly above the state average,
which went down significantly in mathematics.   Nonetheless, we are pleased with the growth in

literacy increasing year over year and mathematics.

Repaving of Walkway/ Cross Country Trail:   The town repaved the walkway or cross country
trail between the middle and high school.

Strategic Planning: The Strategic Planning Committee met last Monday to develop a process, to
be implemented next year, to revise both the strategic plan and our Visions for a Graduate or

Global Competencies.

SBHC Grant:   BPS has a partnership to provide School- Based Based Health Centers (SBHC) in all
5 schools.   Currently, we have mental health services only.   There was a grant released which

allows for expansion of the program to include primary care services.   Like the mental health

services, if a student is enrolled, the parent can request support for primary health including
physicals ( including sports), vaccinations, sick visits, etc.   They work in cooperation with the



child' s pediatrician.   If the grant covers the transition of the spaces ( need exam room and
bathroom), we would like to apply.   It might improve our chronic absenteeism.   Like the

mental health services, the only thing we would provide would be space.

It was the concensus of the Board to apply for the grant.

BMS Tile Repair: The town is making repairs to the classrooms that have had tiles missing.

Speed Bumps: The Town also installed two speed bumps in the junior parking lot.

Grants :  At the Town meeting, we had a discussion regarding what goes into the Per Pupil
Expenditure. It includes our operating budget, in kind service from the town ( maintenance,
pension contributions, utilities, SROs, etc.) and all grants received by the district.  On our
Financial Dashboard there is a section which outlines the grants we receive.

1. 2023- 2024 BOE District Data Sheet

Dr. Carver provided the Board with the monthly 2023- 2024 BOE District Data Sheet.

7. Reports to the Board

A. Curriculum, Assessment, & Professional Practices

1. Precalculus Textbook

Move to approve the book, Demana Precalculus: Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic, AP edition,

11th edition, 2024. Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman and a second by Mr.
Daniel Nostin.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:     Yea

Anthony Cassio: Yea

Mr. Scott Clayton:      Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:   Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin:      Yea

Ms. Pat Rist:      Yea

2.       Algebra II Curriculum

Move to approve the Algebra II curriculum. Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman

and a second by Mrs. Jen Larsen.
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:     Yea

Anthony Cassio: Yea



Mr. Scott Clayton:      Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:  Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin:      Yea

Ms. Pat Rist:      Yea

3. Science Curriculum:

Environmental Science Curriculum

Forensics Curriculum

Physical Science Curriculum

Move to approve the Environmental Science, Forensics, and Physical Science curricula. Passed

with a motion by Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman and a second by Mrs. Jen Larsen.
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:     Yea

Anthony Cassio: Yea

Mr. Scott Clayton:      Yea

Mrs. Kara DeBartolo:   Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:  Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin:      Yea

Ms. Pat Rist:      Yea

4.       AP Environmental Textbook

Move to approve the AP Environmental Science textbook, Environmental Science for the AP

Course 4e by Friedland and Relyea. Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman and a
second by Mr. Daniel Nostin.
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:     Yea

Anthony Cassio: Yea

Mr. Scott Clayton:      Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:  Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin:      Yea

Ms. Pat Rist:      Yea

5. Korean Collaborative Program

Jen Ackerman,  Board Member,  informed the Board about the US- South Korea Science

Collaborative Research and Education Project.  BHS Science dept. was invited to join in the

collaborative partnership and travel to Korea in December.   BHS declined.   However, they
participated virtually BHS students met with a paired S. Korea private science school via Zoom



Schools shared their interpretation of their assigned project and presented their work. They have
already committed to two teams for the 2024 school year. They will again be participating
virtually.

8. Action Items

A.  Class of 2024 Graduation Date

Move to approve Monday, June 10, 2024, as the Graduation Day for the Class of 2024. Passed
with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mr. Daniel Nostin.
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:     Yea

Anthony Cassio: Yea

Mr. Scott Clayton:      Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:  Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin:      Yea

Ms. Pat Rist:      Yea

9. Recommended Executive Session

A. CT General Statues 1- 210( b)( 2) Personnel - Non- Renewals

Move to enter into Executive Session at 8: 07 PM with C. Carver, K. Brooks, and J. Variale for
CT General Statues 1- 210( b)( 2) Personnel - Non- Renewals. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott
Clayton and a second by Mr. Daniel Nostin.
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:     Yea

Anthony Cassio: Yea

Mr. Scott Clayton:      Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:  Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin:      Yea

Move to come out of Executive Session at 8: 18 PM. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton
and a second by Mr. Daniel Nostin.
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:      Yea

Anthony Cassio: Yea

Mr. Scott Clayton:      Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:   Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin:      Yea



Move that the contract of employment as outlined not be renewed for the following school
year upon its expiration at the end of the 2023- 2024 school year, and understand the

Superintendent of Schools has already advised such persons in writing of this action. Passed
with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mrs. Kara DeBartolo.
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:     Yea

Anthony Cassio: Yea

Mr. Scott Clayton:      Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:   Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin:      Yea

10.   Adjourn

Move to adjourn at 8: 20 PM. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mrs.
Jennifer Ackerman.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:     Yea

Anthony Cassio: Yea

Mr. Scott Clayton:      Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:   Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:   Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen: Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin:      Yea

Respectfully, submitted,
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Susan Pare

Board Recorder


