Minutes of Board of Assessment Appeals Meeting
Meeting Room A of the Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center
1 School St. Bethel, CT 06801
March 14, 2024
6:00 P.M.

Present: Bruce Cornwell, Barbara (Bobbi) Lyon, Kathleen (Kate) Jordan, and Elizabeth (Izzy) Hirt,
Assessor

Absent: None

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Chairman Bruce Cornwell
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The following requests for appeal were heard after appellants were duly sworn in: - ;‘ >
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1.

Wayne Bishop — 20 Dock Dr. Sandy Hook - Mr. Bishop lives in Sandy Hook but ha8 4 artnes-in
Bethel. He spends a couple of nights a week in Bethel. MTS reported his Subaru Impreza ar@zor
Nissan Frontier at 33 Beach St. Mr. Bishop filed a complaint with the Connecticut Attogrey
General’s office and local representatives for “warrantless surveillance” by MTS. The committee
will deliberate on the matter on March 26, 2024.

Joseph Leggio — 232 Chestnut Ridge Rd. - Mr. Leggio believes the assessed value of his home is
too high. He purchased the home on January 10, 2023 for $650,000. The bank appraisal he had
done when he bought the house came in at $631,200. He had an appraisal done by a private
company that came in at $565,000 (the appellant provided a copy of this appraisal). The Assessor
suggested he turn in a copy of the bank appraisal so the committee can compare the two. The house
needs some work including a 2019 renovation that was done with poor materials according to Mr.
Leggio. He would like the home to be assessed based on the value from the private appraisal. The
committee will deliberate on the matter on March 26, 2024.

La Placita of Bethel LLC - 289 Greenwood Ave. - Attorney Brian Eisen appeared before the
committee as representative of La Placita market in Bethel. He had a list of items that were not
being used at the market but were taxed as personal property. The items in question were shipped
to other stores in their company (transfer sheets for the items were submitted.) The committee will

deliberate on the matter on March 26, 2024.

Lorenzina Davis — 5 Putman Park Rd.- Ms. Davis believes her taxes on her home are too high
based on the size of her home and nearby properties and the fact that she lives on a state road not a
town road. She presented several comps of homes in the area. Her home was assessed at $377, 600.
She also had questions about tax relief for seniors and the Assessor gave her the information to
apply. The committee will deliberate on the matter on March 26, 2024.
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5. Paul Gesualdi — PO Box 153 Brookfield. — Mr. Gesualdi is appealing the appraisal on his 2007
Hyundai Santa Fe due to high mileage. The car has approximately 230 miles on it and he submitted
receipts from two recent oil changes that confirm his mileage. The committee will deliberate on the
matter on March 26, 2024

6. Joon Lee — 31 Taylor Rd - Mr. Lee is appealing the appraisal of his home which is appraised at
$663,700. His main concern was that comps in his area show homes with higher assessed values
with lower taxes. The home is a modular built in 2007 and has not had major renovations or
upgrades. The committee will deliberate on the matter on March 26, 2024.

7. Robert Palmer and Donna Laforte Palmer — 7 Sunset Hill Rd. — Mr. & Mrs. Palmer are
appealing for the appraisal of their home. They evaluated information on their neighborhood
pertaining to percentages of appraisal increases. Their home had an increase of about 45% and
assessed at $437,220. The average percentage increase in his area is around 33%. He is asking that
his home be more in line with that percentage increase. They bought the house in 1988 and have
lived there since. They added on to a deck and added a generator and propane tank. The committee
will deliberate on the matter on March 26, 2024.

8. Joseph and Sharon Tobin — 36 Benedict Rd. — Mr. and Mrs. Tobin feel the fair market value of
their home is overstated. It is currently assessed at $293, 020. They feel it should be $280,093. The
committee will deliberate on the matter on March 26, 2024. Mr. Tobin stated that the average
percentage increase of appraisals in their area is around 30.80% and their home went up 37.9%.
The committee will deliberate on the matter on March 26, 2024.

9. William Martinez-Rosario and Elsa Rebello — 20 Granite Dr.- Ms. Rebello received a tax bill
for two of Mr. Martinez-Rosario’s personal cars (a 2018 Ford Fusion and a 2012 Toyota Prius) that
are sometimes parked at her residence. They co-own a driving business and he parks his personal
cars there so he can use the Lincoln SUVs for his jobs. Mr. Martinez-Rosario resides in Danbury
and pays his property tax there. The committee will deliberate on the matter on March 26, 2024.

There being no further new business, Bruce Cornwell moved to adjourn the meeting. Kate Jordan seconded.
All were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 8:15PM

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara (Bobbi) Lyon
Secretary, Board of Assessment Appeals
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