
Minutes of the Bethel Board of Education Regular Meeting held on Thursday, February 22,
2024, in Board of Education Conference Room E, 1 School Street, PO Box 253, Bethel, CT
06801 and via Live Stream.

Attendance: None.

Administrative Attendance: C. Carver, K. Brooks, J. Variale

S. Clayton, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7: 26 PM.

Board Members Attendance:

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:   Absent

Mr. Scott Clayton:    Present
PO       '

J

Mrs. Kara DeBartolo: Absent

Mr. Bill Foster: Present T,

Mrs. Jen Larsen:      Present

Mrs. Jennifer Lewis: Present

Mrs. Courtney Martin:      Present

Mr. Daniel Nostin:   Present

Ms. Pat Rist:   Absent

1. Call to Order

1. A. Roll Call for Quorum

1. 13. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Board Recognition/ A Salute to Excellence

Congratulations to the Boy' s Indoor Track Team for winning the SW and coming in 2nd in
the state meet.

Kyle Kurtz won gold medals in the 55H, Pole vault, and 4 X 200 M relays, helping pace the
team to a dominant SWC championship!

Greyson Golda took home gold in Shot Put throwing 54' 2".
Talia Graham earned silver in pole vault.

Esther Ribeiro, Everett Salmon, and Matt Tarzia came in 3rd today at SWC' s and Endrit
Brahimaj came in second overall.

Congrats to Bethel' s Alexandra Roberts for finishing 3rd out of 125 girls in her CT HS ski
race.

Congratulations to the debate team at Bethel Middle School. Aarna Doshi, Trisha Sharma,

and Radha Sinha finished second in the open division.

Congratulations to the Debate Team at Bethel High School.   Bethel had an excellent

performance at the tournament at Pomperaug High School! On the varsity side, Willa
Zalaznick placed 5th speaker overall! Simar Soni was 7th and Josephina Howard placed

14th individually. As teams, the team of Willa Zalaznick and Jack Woleck were the 7th
place team, Simar Soni and Georgia O' Conner were 15th, Andrew Santiago and Josephina



Howard were 17th, and Ella Bassett and Claire Bray placed 20th!
BHS Jazz Band performed at the 2024 National Jazz Festival in Philadelphia last week.

Thomas Patten was appointed to West Point Military Academy. Congratulations on this
honor!

Congratulations to the Bethel High School NJROTC academic team for placing first overall
in the northeast regional Brain Brawl competition.  For the second year in a row, they are
heading to the national championship. Congratulations to cadets Preethika Shenoy,
Rohan Sinha, Jonathan Keener, Mikhail Kolupaev, and Joseph Sacchinelli.
Congratulations to National STEM Challenge Finalist - Disha Lal ( BMS, 7th grade). Disha

Lal was declared a finalist in the recently concluded National STEM Challenge. The

competition was open to every 6th - 12th grader across the country and out of all the
entries, only 280 participants made it to being a finalist. From Connecticut, only 7 entries
made it and from Bethel only 1. There were multiple themes with Environment, Space,
and Technology being few of them. Disha decided to design and build a prototype Mobile
App and Smart Donation Cans to make donation operations more seamless, encourage
people to donate easily, and thereby reduce food wastage.

Congratulations to the Bethel High School Marching Band.  Bethel High School Marching
Band has been promoted by USBands to the Open Class of competition, representing the
top marching ensembles throughout the country.  USBands serves as the national

organization for scholastic music performance with over 550 high schools participating
and hosting 100 events nationally each year. The Bethel High School Marching Band has
qualified to compete at the 2024 USBands National Championships at MetLife Stadium in

East Rutherford, New Jersey on November 1- 2.

2. A. Gifts, Grants, & Bequests

Move to accept the State Department of Education' s Connecticut Educator Support Funds

Initiative grants as presented. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by
Mrs. Jennifer Lewis.

Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:     Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea

Mrs. Jennifer Lewis:       Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:   Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea

State Department of Education' s Connecticut Educator Support Funds Initiative: Helping
our Teachers with Classroom Expenses-( DonorsChoose)

3. BOARD REPORTS- PROGRESS TOWARDS DISTRICT INITIATIVES

None.

4. Consent Calendar



4.A. Approval of Minutes

4. A. 1. January 18, 2024- Superintendent' s Budget Presentation - Part II

4.A.2. January 23, 2024- Budget Workshop- Schools/ Athletics
4.A.3. January 25, 2024- Budget Workshop- IT, Curriculum, SPED
4. A.4. January 30, 2024- Budget Workshop- Facilities& Budget Approval

Move to approve the following minutes:
January 18, 2024- Superintendent' s Budget Presentation- Part II

January 23, 2024- Budget Workshop- Schools/ Athletics
January 25, 2024- Budget Workshop- IT, Curriculum, SPED
January 30, 2024 - Budget Workshop - Facilities & Budget Approval Passed with a motion by
Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mr. Daniel Nostin.
Mr. Scott Clayton:  Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea

Mrs. Jennifer Lewis:       Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea

S. Correspondence

CAPSS Blueprint Update

CAPSS Public Policy Agenda
Press Release - Statement from Education Stakeholder Coalition - Urging Inclusion of

Educators In Conversations About Pedagogy and Literacy

Scott Clayton, Board Chair, letter to the Town Clerk regarding the appointment of Bill
Foster, BOE member, as ex- officio member of the Parks & Recreation Commission for a

1- year term.

Email - Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Ellington, CT BOE Legislative Advocacy- 2024
Email - Bethel CT Public Schools Mail - Gratitude and Farewell to Bethel Public Schools -

D. Mazzucco

o ( Policy 5118. 2 - Children of Non- Resident Positional Staff:  Qualified Tuition

Reduction)

Letter from CES to Dr. Carver RE: Open Choice Program. ( Open Choice Programs FAQs)

Written Testimony to Appropriations Committee

6. Public Comment

None.

7. Administrative/ Board Member Update



7. A. Board Chairperson Update

Mr. Clayton spoke to the Board about the Board' s budget presentation to the Board of Selectmen

and Board of Finance. He noted that both boards were complimentary of the budget presented.

7. 13. Administrative Update

Dr. Carver informed the Board

Boys Volleyball would like to fundraise to participate as a team sport and pay additional
funds for pay- to- play per player($ 500)- The majority of the Board was in favor of allowing
it.  Dr. Carver spoke to the Board about getting a van for the team.  Based on the

conversation, Dr. Carver will come back to the Board with a plan to include possible mixed

group use, cost estimate, maintenance plan, and the policy on licensing for transporting
students.

Reschedule the March 19th BOE meeting to Monday, March 18th due to a conflict with

the Town Budget Hearing. Will also need a Curriculum Committee the same evening at 6
PM.

CABE 2024 Legislative Priorities

CABE Day on the Hill, March 13, 2024

WCSA 2023 Survey Special Education Needs

EdSight Mental Health Worker Report - SDE recently released a report on mental health
workers in districts ( on EdSight). Our district data is wrong. The administration is in the
process of correcting it. The number of staff was underestimated.
BOS Approval of Fire Pumps BMS  &  BS  - The BOS approved the bid waiver and

recommended the BOF allocate the funds from the capital non- recurring funds.
2023 Cohort Graduation Review - It is slightly up from our last two year' s data.  Of

particular pride is the increase in the district' s high- needs population graduating in the
four-year cohort.   Compare it to previous years'  data by looking at Edsight. The
administration is particularly proud that 100% of our EL learners graduated in four

years.  Variability is seen with our students with disabilities because some of them stay
with us till 22. This data includes Bethel High School, TASK ( alternative program), and any
students that are out of district.

7. 13. 1. Educator Diversity Plan

Dr. Carver informed the Board the district has applied and has been approved for the allowed

extension. The administration plans to bring the plan to the March BOE meeting as a regulation
for Policy 4111. 3, Minority Recruitment Plan.  Dr. Carver will provide the Board with a copy of
that plan shortly and finalize it at the March BOE meeting.

7. 13. 2. 2023- 2024 BOE District Data Sheet

Dr. Carver provided the Board with the monthly 2023- 2024 BOE District Data Sheet.



8. Reports to the Board

8. A. Curriculum, Assessment, & Professional Practices

8. A. 1. US History Curriculum

Move to approve the US History 32 curriculum. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton
and a second by Mr. Daniel Nostin.
Mr. Scott Clayton:  Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea

Mrs. Jennifer Lewis:       Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea

8. A. 2. BMS Science Program: OpenSciEd

Move to approve the instructional resource, OpenSciEd. Passed with a motion by Mr. Daniel
Nostin and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin.
Mr. Scott Clayton:  Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea

Mrs. Jennifer Lewis:       Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea

8. A. 3. BMS ELA Program

Move to approve as presented the EL Education, Second Edition, program. Passed with a

motion by Mr. Daniel Nostin and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin.
Mr. Scott Clayton:  Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea

Mrs. Jennifer Lewis:       Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea

9. Action Items

9. A. 2024- 2025 School Calendar- Approval

Move to approve as revised the 2024- 2025 School Calendar. Passed with a motion by Mr.
Daniel Nostin and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin.



Mr. Scott Clayton:  Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea

Mrs. Jennifer Lewis:       Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea

9. B. 2025- 2026 School Calendar- Accept Draft

Move to accept as revised the 2025- 2026 Draft School Calendar. Passed with a motion by Mr.
Daniel Nostin and a second by Mrs. Courtney Martin.
Mr. Scott Clayton:  Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea

Mrs. Jennifer Lewis:       Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea

10. Adjourn

Move to adjourn at 8: 05 PM. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mrs.
Courtney Martin.
Mr. Scott Clayton:  Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:      Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea

Mrs. Jennifer Lewis:       Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea

Respectfully submitted,

3MCM      -
Susan Pare

Board Recorder


