
Minutes of the Board of Education Curriculum Committee Meeting held on Thursday, February
1, 2024, in Board of Education Conference Room E, 1 School Street, PO Box 253, Bethel, CT
06801 and via Live Stream.

Attendance: None.

Administrative Attendance: C. Carver, K. Brooks, M. Rutledge

J. Ackerman, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5: 30 PM.      o

Board Members Attendance:

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:    Present
t

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo: Present cn

Mrs. Jen Larsen:     Present

Mrs. Jennifer Lewis, Alternate:     Absent

Mrs. Courtney Martin:      Absent cn
J

1. US History Curriculum

Dr. Galbraith presented the US History Curriculum to the committee. The focus is on skills

including, but not limited to, the global competencies, historical thinking, inquiry, respectful
discourse, analytical reading, and writing. She reviewed the six units included.

Motion to bring the US History 32 curriculum to the full Board of Education for approval. Passed

with a motion by Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman and a second by Mrs. Kara DiBartolo.
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:   Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:       Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea

2. BMS Science Program: OpenSciEd

Kit Nielsen, Instructional Coach, presented the BMS Science Program OpenSciEd to the

committee. This is a high- quality instructional resource rated highly by EdReports because of its
alignment with the NGSS, its coherence, and scope, along with its usability. OpenSciEd is an open
education resource; therefore, it is ' open" to districts and there is no cost, other than science

supplies.

Motion to bring the instructional resource, OpenSciEd, to the full Board of Education for

approval. Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman and a second by Mrs. Kara
DiBartolo.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:   Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:       Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea



3. BMS ELA Program

Mickie Rutledge, Director of Teaching& Learning, Shannon Mariconda, Assist. Principal, BMS,

and Cheryl Daly, Instructional Coach, presented the BMS ELA Program. The BMS ELA program

has been piloting an ELA open educational resource, EL Education- Second Edition, selected by
the BMS team. This is a high- quality instructional resource rated highly by EdReports. The texts
are of high quality and include rigorous reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language
practice. Students have the opportunity to engage with texts and tasks that promote knowledge-

building and are engaging. Supports for teachers to implement the materials with fidelity are
clear and include guidance for differentiating to authentically grow students'  skills.

Mrs.  Rutledge also updated the committee on the MyView Literacy program K- 5
implementation.

Motion to bring the EL Education, Second Edition, program to the full Board for approval.

Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman and a second by Mrs. Jen Larsen.
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:   Yea

Mrs. Kara DeBartolo:       Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea

4. New Business

None.

S. Public Comment

Gabrielle Hernandez, 114 Knolllwood Drive, spoke to the committee about resources to

add as supplemental material.

6. Adjourn

Move to adjourn at 6: 46 PM. Passed with a motion by Mrs. Jen Larsen and a second by Mrs.
Jennifer Ackerman.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:   Yea

Mrs. Kara DiBartolo:       Yea

Mrs. Jen Larsen:    Yea

Respectfully submitted,

atAcrn"-
Susan Pare

Board Recorder


