MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN OF BETHEL

Thursday, May 26, 2022
6:30 p.m.
CJH Municipal Center — Meeting Room “A”

PRESENT: First Selectman Matthew Knickerbocker, Selectman Richard Straiton, Selectman
Bryan Terzian, Town Counsel Martin Lawlor, Attorney Peter Olson and Michael Kozlowski, VP
of Business Development, Claris Design-Build.

First Selectman Matthew Knickerbocker opened the Public Hearing at 6:30 p.m.

WARNING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
OF THE TOWN OF BETHEL, CONNECTICUT

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Bethel, Connecticut will conduct a Public
Hearing on Thursday, May 26, 2022 at 6:30 PM in Meeting Room A, Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School
Street, Bethel, CT 06801 for the following purpose, to wit:

To receive public comments on a proposed ground lease and grant of easements both temporary and permanent
and certain covenants to The Bethel Turf Group, Inc. for a portion of the land located at 300 Whittlesey Drive,
Bethel, Connecticut containing 122.25 acres, more or less, and shown on the Assessor's Maps of the Town of
Bethel as Map No. 39, Block No. 63 and Lot No. 80. The proposed Lease Area is 324,593 Sq. Ft. +/- (7.452 Acres
+/-); along with a Temporary Construction Lease Area of 16,519 Sq. Ft. +/- (0.379 Acres +/-); and with additional
temporary and permanent easements shown on a Lease Map entitled MAP OF AREA TO BE LEASED BY BHS
TRACK AND FIELD CENTER, INC. FROM TOWN OF BETHEL, Page 2 of 2 filed in the Office of the Bethel Town
Clerk in Map File No. 28 as Map No. 13.

Documents related to this proposal are on file in the Office of the First Selectman and the Office of the Town
Clerk.

Dated at Bethel, Connecticut, this 11* day of May, 2022.

BETHEL BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Matthew S. Knickerbocker, First Selectman
Richard C. Straiton, Selectman

Bryan A. Terzian, Selectman

Mr. Kozlowski presented the plans for the Turf Field Facility.

Public Comments:

Ray LeDan, Linda Ln 15 1241 ol

Joy Kisling Colonial Dr. P RENR) Y f‘ibl
Amy Mietz, Crosshills Rd. '

Andrew Deejan, Redwood Dr. 84

Correspondence: Please see attached list 1€ d g AVH 7707 «



Turf Field Facility - Minutes of Public Hearing - May 26, 2022

First Selectman Knickerbocker closed the Public Hearing at 6:46 p.m.
Please use link to view the meeting:

Respectfully Submitted

Dionne Craig
Recording Secretary



Hi,

| am writing in support of the town leasing land over to the turf field donor group. As parents of 3
children who are all involved in Bethel sports, we are in support of the Turf Field project and feel it will
benefit not only our children, but our town. There have been so many times when games or practices
have been canceled due to flooded fields or poor field conditions. Let's support this project so that
children can enjoy our fields and be able to participate in the sports they love regardless of field
conditions. We are one of the only towns in our area without a Turf field and it's about time that we have
one.
Best,
Rich & Robyn Gerety
13 Goodhill Road
Bethel, CT 06801

Hi First Selectman Knickerbocker, ,
| will be able to make the meeting tonight but also wanted to send a written notification of my support for the turf
project and lease of the land.

There are many reasons why Bethel should have turf fields, and that the town should support this release:

Increased Playing Time

Turf Fields Are Not Limited by Climate

Pesticide Free Chemicals

Turf Fields Save Water

Turf Fields Result in Fewer Injuries

Since Turf is not a living organism, it has less risk associated with soul and other related growth factors
Less Resources Required to Maintain Turf Fields

Turf is Much More Cost Effective
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We are fortunate to have a private donor funding this project. The town, the school and the athletic programs will
benefit from this project for years to come.

My daughter is going to be a junior, and is co-captain of the high school soccer team. | have two other children
that will also utilize the field - a softball player in 6™ grade and a soccer player (amongst other sports) in 4™ grade.
Most of the towns we visit already have turf and some fields that we have had to use when our grass was
unplayable. In addition to having children in three of the Bethel Schools - BHS, BMS and Johnson, we are active
members of BYSA and BSA.

1 currently am the parent liaison between the Bethel High School soccer team and the Bethel Sports Booster Club.
| appreciate your support in this matter.

Abbie Mietz

2 Cross Hill Rd.

Good morning Matt,

| want to share that [ could not be more excited about the new turf fields. | have 3 young daughters that
play soccer all year round. To be able to have access locally throughout the year will keep them all
involved in Bethel Sports instead of having o seek playing in other Towns.

PLEASE MOVE THIS FORWARD!!!

Thank you

Michael Courtney

10 Cortland Dr, Bethel



I wanted to voice my support for the turf project and lease of the land. | am unable to attend the meeting
tonight. If you need anything further, to add my vote of support, please let me know.

Thank you,

Laura Hunt
203-313-0350

14 Governors Lane
Bethel, CT 06801

Dear Mr. Seiectman,

I would like to express my support of the turf project being proposed at the Bethel education complex. |
have 4 children that have attended all Bethel schools and can say that they all benefited (mentally and
physically) from participating in multiple Bethel sports programs. | would like to see future Bethel students
get the same opportunity and think the turf field will help make that. We have on occasion been unable
to play / practice due to a shortage of fields and or wet weather. As Bethel grows, this will happen more
often. | think a turf project like the one being proposed would give more kids more opportunity. Thank
you for considering my input in this matter and we hope to see you on the fields.

Sincerely

Anthony Graham
Tel. 203 328 5154 Cell. 203 610 0441
E-mail. anthony.graham@genre.com

Hello,

As a parent of 4 Bethel athletes and a tax payer, | am all for the turf field project. We have been hoping
for this for many years and through a donor we can finally get a turf field.

I under the environmental concerns but believe we can work through these issues to make this project a
great thing for Bethel.

Thanks

Felicia Graham

14 Jacobs Ln

Please vote yes on the new turf field at Bethel HS we are the only school that doesn’t have a turf field.
Lou Capone
12 Sky Edge



