MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING
Town of Bethel, Connecticut
Recommended Budget - Fiscal Year 2022-2023

At the meeting of the Board of Finance, which concluded on February 22, 2022, the following estimates
of expenditures and revenues were recommended for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2022 and
ending June 30, 2023.

A Public Hearing will be held Monday, March 21, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the Bethel Middle School
Auditorium, 600 Whittlesey Dr. Materials can be viewed and receive public comments on the proposed
budget at: https://www.bethel-ct.gov/content/117/478/20785.aspx

All persons entitled to vote at the Annual Town Budget Meeting are invited to make written and oral
comments concerning the recommended budget. Copies of the recommended budget are on file in the
Town Clerk’s Office, Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center and Town of Bethel website at www.bethel-
ct.gov, for inspection.

Dated: February 22, 2022

Board of Finance =
Chair Cynthia McCorkindale ~ BobbiJo Beers ~ Dalene Foster R

Robert Manfreda ~ Dan Carter ~ John Lennon ~ Nick Ellis

i
3

2022-2023 Town of Bethel Estimated Revenué

ACCO 2021 2023
UNT REVENUE SOURCE Actual 2022 Budget Estimated Difference
GENERAL TAX
500 REVENUE 69,615,079 70,887,574 74,314,390 3,426,816
LICENSES AND
550 PERMITS 551,491 362,500 363,500 1,000
600/ INTERGOVERNMENT
650 AL REVENUES 9,125,117 9,613,912 8,819,221 (794,691)
CHARGES FOR
700  SERVICES 1,510,807 1,359,150 1,522,000 162,850
USE OF MONEY AND
750 PROPERTY 3,620 480,000 480,000 -
850 OTHER REVENUES 1,306 1,000 1,000 -

80,807,420 82,704,136 85,500,111 2,795,975




2022-2023 Town of Bethel
Budget Book

10-100 Selectmen 311,853 299,430 318,404 18,974 6.34%
10-110 Treasurer 5,643 5,500 5,500 - 0.00%
10-120 Comptroller 482,210 478,619 475,829 (2,790) -0.58%
10-130 Town Clerk 241,622 235,580 242,471 6,891 2.93%
10-140 Assessor 238,467 243,668 250,880 7,212 2.96%
10-150 Tax Collector 191,932 211,620 209,512 (2,108) -1.00%
10-160 Professional
Services 383,764 264,830 309,830 45,000 16.99%
10-170 Probate Court 7,711 5,793 5,911 118 2.04%
10-190 Information
Techology 313,759 323,104 363,717 40,613 12.57%
10-210 Town Insurance 1,283,007 1,439,400 1,379,256 (60,144) -4.18%
10-250 Planning and
Zoning 255,860 260,008 263,462 3,454 1.33%
10-330 Registrar of
Voters 122,879 105,465 100,860 (4,605) -4.37%
10-340 Boards and
Commission 23,265 53,750 53,600 (150) -0.28%
10-380 Parks and
Recreation 1,301,796 1,544,285 1,580,177 35,892 2.32%
10-390 Employee
Benefits 5,736,536 6,088,939 6,264,006 175,067 2.88%
10-405 Intergovt
Agency Subs 567,416 476,971 478,423 1,452 0.30%
10-410 Utilities
Charges 2,557,791 2,469,460 2,634,886 165,426 6.70%
10-420 Misc Charges
and Transfers 1,078,148 861,350 1,186,296 324,946 37.73%
10-430 Senior Center 164,749 238,689 250,450 11,761 4.93%
20-180 Building and
Inspection 317,254 280,294 332,779 52,485 18.72%




20-290 Emergency

Management 39,140 42,402 43,696 1,294 3.05%

20-300 Fire Marshal 86,029 109,630 110,752 1,122 1.02%

20-310 Bethel Fire

Department 182,558 182,900 192,265 9,365 5.12%

20-320 Stony Hill Fire

Department 122,012 142,750 165,200 22,450 15.73%

20-360 Police 4,933,484 5,176,699 5,412,168 235,469 4.55%

30-200 Social Services 79,833 89,089 91,950 2,861 3.21%

30-350 Health

Department 505,113 427,618 477,019 49,401 11.55%

40-220 Fleet

Maintenance 369,479 355,938 366,538 10,600 2.98%

40-230 Public Works 393,631 361,999 382,473 20,474 5.66%

40-240 Highway 1,924,997 2,688,272 2,350,372 (337,900) 12.57%

40-245 Transfer

Station 198,692 203,751 205,551 1,800 0.88%

40-260 Building

Maintenance 859,203 842,204 862,104 19,900 2.36%

40-270 Tree Warden 131,495 117,900 117,900 - 0.00%

50-440 Debt Service 4,873,413 5,781,638 5,464,869 (316,769) -5.48%

60-435 Library 815,652 894,503 913,480 18,977 2.12%

70-450 Board of

Education 47,969,807 49,050,088 51,164,831 2,114,743 4.31%

70-460 Board of

Education

Maintenance 484,953 350,000 472,694 122,694 35.06%

Total Budget 79,555,153 82,704,136 85,500,111 2,795,975 3.38%
Prior Year  Current Year Recomme BOFS BOF %
Actual Budget nded Change Change

Town Operating 26,226,979 27,522,410 28,397,717 875,307 3.18%

Debt Service 4,873,413 5,781,638 5,464,869 (316,769) -5.48%

Board of Education

Maintenance 484,953 350,000 472,694 122,694 35.06%




Total Town 31,585,346 33,654,048 34,335,280 681,232 2.02%

Board of Education 47,969,807 49,050,088 51,164,831 2,114,743 4.31%

Total Budget 79,555,153 82,704,136 85,500,111 2,795,975 3.38%
* Park and Recreation Programs was increased by $100,000 after the original Budget was completed,
without this adjustment it would be a 9.41% Increase over prior year

** Highway Road Construction was increased by $750,000 after the original Budget was completed,
without this adjustment it would be a 21.26% Increase over prior year

Present: Board of Finance members: Chair Cynthia McCorkindale, Dalene Foster, BobbiJo Beers,
Dan Carter, John Lennon, Nick Ellis and Robert Manfreda

First Selectman Matthew Knickerbocker, Comptroller Brad Heering, Superintendent Christine
Carver, Fiscal Director Theresa Yonsky and Board of Education Chair Melanie O’Brien.

Chair Cynthia McCorkindale called the Public Hearing to order at 7:00 p.m.

Paul Szatkowski, Winthrop Rd.; Does not support the budget and wants Board of Finance to
reevaluate and make additional cuts.

Kitty Grant, Quaker Ridge Rd; Does not support the and wants additional cuts.
Karen Foster, Barnam Rd.; Supports the budget

Courtney Martin, Starr Ln.; Supports the budget

Billy Michaels, Fleetwood Ave.; Does not support the budget and wants additional cuts
Pat Sell, Benedict Rd.; Does not support the budget

Kim Romero, Chestnut Ridge Rd.; Supports the budget

Dave Wachnuik, Briar Cliff Manor; Supports the budget

Bill Ochs, Fawn Rd.: Does not support the budget

Jeff Spies, Starr Ln.; Support the budget

Jenn Larson, Grassy Plain Rd.; Supports the budget

Sally Ajello, Cod Fish Hill Rd.; Supports the budget

Amy Escamilla, Pell Mell Rd.; Supports the budget



Scott Clayton, Linda Ln.; Supports the budget
Jennifer Lindstrom, Winding Rd.; Supports the budget
Brad Koltz, Fairchild Rd.; Would like Public Hearings to be hybrid and does not support the budget

Rob Jackson, Deepwood Dr.; Questioned state funding was appreciative of the work that went into
the budget

Nick Messinger, Chestnut Ridge Rd.; Supports the budget
Nick Hoffman, Plumtrees Rd.; Supports the budget

Bill Foster, Ridgedale, Rd.; Supports the budget

Dionne Craig, Turkey Plain Rd.; Supports the budget
Linda Salati, Eagle Rock Hill; Supports the budget
Nadine Williams, Far Horizon Dr.; Supports the budget
Danielle Monroe, Limekiln Ct.; Supports the budget
Please see attached Correspondence

The meeting ended at 9:12 p.m.

Respectfully submitted;

—sulragy

Recording Secretary



Dear Board of Finance Members,

As an educator who works in Bethel, | know first-hand how critical it is to adequately fund our
budgets and provide students the support they need, more small group and individualized
instruction, engaging classrooms, and a well-rounded curriculum. The increase in student
population, including significant increases in students who receive English language support
and special education, has made the items included in the budget especially necessary.

This budget supports Bethel students and provides them with the high-quality education they
deserve and what their parents have rightly come to expect. Any cuts made to this proposal will
be detrimental to our students and jeopardize their future.

| urge you to support this budget AS IS and support our students, educators, and school
communities.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Susan Dewitt

67 Nashville Road Ext Bethel, CT 06801-2628

SKDEWITT@SNET.NET

Cynthia and Members of the Bethel BOF,

I respectfully request that an additional review of the proposed budget take place to see where
cuts can be made and take action to make those cuts. Due to existing and exacerbating issues
with inflation of necessary goods, housing, and of course fuel prices, there are short and long
term concerns for consumers. These concerns are largely out of our control, but our own
town's budget is largely within our control. While some residents can absorb these inflated
costs and additional taxation on their homes and vehicles, many cannot. Executing cuts would
instill a level of confidence in our elected leaders during this period.

Consumers are skipping that meal out or their morning cup of coffee in order to stretch a buck
and realign their family's budget. We as taxpayers should expect the same from those we elect
to lead. What is the worst thing that would happen if a small cut occurred within either the
town or the education side of the budget? Or both? Weigh that against the worst thing that
could happen if an average Bethel family had to absorb a tax increase along with all the others
mentioned above they currently they face. Which is worse? A Bethel resident somewhere

is skipping that morning cup of coffee and the town of Bethel should as well.

One more note, assuming I'm understanding this correctly. If Bethel is or will shortly undergo a
revaluation, the grand list will be expected to go up given higher property values. Therefore,
revenue generated for the town will increase in future years. This gives the town the ability to
have no tax increase or perhaps even proposing a tax decrease. However, given the history of
spending in my 11 years here in Bethel, it is a fair estimation that spending will increase as a
percentage relative to this newly established baseline of revenue. If this is actually the case,
perhaps there is a stronger case to decrease spending now and use future grand list growth for
additional funding required for town projects and school programs in later years.

Thank you for taking my feedback.

Respectfully submitted,

Stephen Ippolito

138 Hoyts Hill

Bethel, CT



Dear Board Board of Finance Members and Town Selectman,

I am writing this email to voice my concerns for the proposed budget. The proposed
increase is too large given the current economic environment.

While the overall impact may be minimal to myself and family. My concerns are for the
senior citizens and local families that have been struggling the past few years. They are
facing rising fuel costs, increased prices for food and everyday needed items. | feel to
increase their financial burden with a tax increase is not in the best interest of our
community.

Sincerely,

Jeff Poklemba

3 Summit Lane

Bethel, CT

| would like to ask that the Board of Finance take another close look at the

budgets. Inflation is not behind us and will continue to grow; Covid is not behind us and
will continue to create issues. The budgets impact all families in Bethel and | think it
prudent to review them now otherwise, | believe, without reductions, it will be

defeated. It is important for the Board of Finance to remember that people have only so
much money to spend and with the price increases in groceries and gas, to name a
couple, the budgets will get very close scrutiny from the voters. Let's get ahead of the
game now.

Thank you for your consideration.

Regards,

Pat Rist 10 Shelter Rock Road, Bethel CT

| just wanted to go on record owning two properties in town .

32 Dittmar & 67 Grassy Plain st.

Taxes in town are very high and not sure why, seems like there's alot of new residential
housing to offset some of the town expenses.....??

Sincerely,

Frank Kara

Michael Duff

33 Long Meadow Lane

Dear Chairman,

I strongly recommend that the Board of Finance do everything possible to review the budget
presented by the Board of Education in such a manner that will truly justify any

increase requested by same. It is also important to reduce that budget where on going
projects indicate waste, ineffectiveness or redundancy of effort.

From: FRANK HISLOP <frankjoan56@comcast.net> _
Request the Board of Finance take another look at cutting the line items in this year's
budget. Thank you

5 Evergreen Dr




As a citizen of the Town of Bethel, and in light of the fact we are facing unrest around
the world which will lead to even more inflation and a higher cost of living, | feel it is this
town's JOB to take another VERY close look at the budget in light of the times we're
living in and make cuts...in fact, why is anyone getting a raise right now?? Why are we
spending 6 figures on SEL (stealth CRT) coaches, something a significant portion this
town doesn't want and didn't consent to? Why are unions in Hartford providing feedback
on how Bethel runs things?? How much of this money is going to students who came
into the country illegally (ESL students)? TAKE POLITICS OUT OF OUR SCHOOLS.
NOW. Those young people running around setting the country on fire two years ago are
a product of the politics infiltrating our educational system. What happened to reading,
writing, and arithmetic??Please do NOT raise taxes. Please do NOT raise the budget,
especially the school budget. No new hires until things simmer down. This is not the
time. Things are going to get more expensive in the near future, more families will be
scrambling to make ends meet, this is not the time to tax them. Especially for things we
don't even want!And since | don't have children in the schools any longer, I'm not afraid
of the blowback. That parents in the Town of Bethel today are afraid to speak out
because of what happens to their children when they do is despicable. This is not the
town | moved into 30 years ago...people did not behave like this. | loved the schools,
they were awesome, my children got a good education. That parents are afraid to stand
up for their children because their children will pay the price...how did it come to this??

Show us you're better than this.
Jennifer Jarvis

52 Old Hawleyville Road
Bethel, CT 06801
liarv828@yahoo.com

To the Chairwoman of the Board of Finance, | am writing today to ask you to evaluate the
proposed budget again. It is my understanding that there is over a 3% increase proposed this
year and | feel like that is a bad idea. Any increase in taxes this year is a bad idea. We are in
unprecedented times and with the current pricing of fuel and the huge raise in rates from
Eversource, this year is the year to keep the status quo. There has to be some areas where we
can save money. The never ending raise in taxes is choking our town, and in my opinion,
scaring away younger homeowners, and businesses, who are looking for a cheaper
alternative. Please look again and try for no increase. Thank you for your time.

Paul Shanley Jr

143 Nashville Rd

Bethel



Dear Board of Finance,

For the past two solid years, most families and small business owners have endured financial
hardship as a result of the government mandates that have kept people from work and slowed
the economic activity in our small town. Subsequently some have been suffering greatly, and
many small businesses are just hanging on or only beginning to recover and have yet to recover
to pre-pandemic financial condition which is why | am completely dumfounded at the lack of
empathy being exhibited by our town's Board of Finance that they seemingly are heartless
when it comes to those struggling by piling even more of a tax burden on those people, who, by
the way, last year had no say on the matter of whether they approved of your tax increase, the
town just jammed the budget through without the voter's consent.

We didn't get any considerations based on our ability to pay our taxes, you just jammed it
through and when the tax bill came due, we paid. The thanks we get for having no say last year,
we get yet another proposed tax increase imposed on us while we struggle to emerge from the
pandemic and its deleterious financial effects.

Show some compassion for those who are barely hanging on, and who have seen the inflation
rate eroding away at what little discretionary spending they have available so that the town,
who by the way have been insulated for the most part from the economic effects of the
government lockdown, they all got paid and got their scheduled raises. How about we show
some respect to those who struggle by reducing the budget to a zero-increase budget. Now is
not the time to burden the people, the taxpayers with more expense.

Paul K. Improta

11 Highview Terrace
Bethel, CT 06801
(203)743-3062

On Fri, Mar 4, 2022 at 1:09 PM Carol <chall444@hotmail.com> wrote:

| am not privy to the current 2022 budget details. However, having lived in Bethel for
over 50 years, | know of many people struggling financially. There are retired and
elderly and those on fixed income that are having trouble making ends meet. With
inflation as high as it is, it would be wise for the Town of Bethel to be mindful and lower
excess spending this year!

Carol Hall

7 Stone Dam Rd.

Hi,

| have been a Bethel resident for many years and my address is documented above.

| am writing to request that the Bethel Town Budget being vetted at this time be reduced
as much as possible.

A very large majority of the taxpayers | know, retired, middle and lower income, and
working on fixed salaries are not seeing their income increase on par with the
percentage town increases proposed this year. If you add the highest inflation rates



seen in 40 years, it will be at least a very poor financial year for most, and a life
changing year (not in a good way) for many.

Bethel's budget request is over $85 million; $51.1 million for schools and $34.3 million
for the town. The school budget request has increased roughly 4.3% and the town 2%.

For the request to be reduced by a small percentage is easier than for individual
taxpayers to give up significant life-needs. For a taxpayer that could mean less cash
available for a college student meal plan or a retiree on a fixed income needing gas for
the car, heat or air conditioning for the home or, in real life cases that most making
these budget decisions are personally insulated from-

simple groceries.

There is something | would like the town government to consider, as it helps me when
dealing with a difficult situation. ( | have been on teams facilitating budgets for years
with some projects topping $50 million.)

Make the below statements to yourself and answer yourself which statement is correct.
Be honest:

| can't reduce these large budgets.

_or_

I won't reduce these large budgets.

If your true self says you can't, | have no problem.

If you won't, and can live within yourself, knowing the decision is causing anxiety or real
pain for many of your taxpayer benefactors who elected you, or you took an oath to
serve as a volunteer, | feel sorry for you.

| know the answer is you won't. it always is, especially when it comes to large budgets.
You know it too. Work to change that,

Live with your decisions and the impact it has on others who are not benefiting from
their own generosity that includes paying taxes to fund your requests. Or help them, and
understand and prove you are "At the service of the Town of Bethel." The whole Town
of Bethel.

Regards,

Ron McLeod

19 Elgin Avenue

Bethel CT 06801

My address is 19 35 Hudson St Bethel Ct. | live in a condo

Please don't raise the taxes. Too many of us don't want higher taxes.
Bethel Is becoming to expensive to live here.

From: michele Koury <mksailor@sbcglobal.net>




Please provide the residents of Bethel a balanced budget with the smallest increase
allowed for contractual responsibility and community safety. No salary increases or
extra pet projects. It's time to give the tax payer a break from constant increases. This
goes for the Town and School budgets combined.

The Grand list has had huge increases in revenue, and Town leadership refuses to
keep spending under what is received.

Maybe it's time for an investigation and forensic audit to find out where the money is
flowing dollar for dollar.

All spending needs to be 100% transparent and openly scrutinized by the hard working
Bethel Residents. Don't forget you are elected to serve the people not personal
interests or what feels right politically. It's tax payer money not a personal checkbook.
Thank you,

From: Bill Ochs

10 Fawn Rd Bethel CT 06801

Thank you for your dedicated hard work on behalf of Bethel taxpayers. With high
inflation effecting our everyday lives | would love to see Bethel forgo the annual tax
increase.

| am a 68 year resident. When people speak about my living in the beautiful town of
Bethel, | remind them about our high tax rate. | tell them they can get more for their tax
dollars in Danbury without the annual increases.

Sincerely

Dorathea Gulya-Stasny

3 Wooster st

Good afternoon,

| am unable to attend the session but would like to state that | am FOR the proposed budget to
cover needed expenses in the school district, particularly the sports.

My address is 30, Vail Rd, Bethel CT 06801, United States

And | would like to vote yes for this budget increase

Thank you

Sharon and John Sherry

My name is Lori Krisher and 1 live at 148 Old Hawleyville Rd. While | am not able to
attend the meeting in person | feel it's important to express my family's thoughts on this
years education budget.

Two years ago my family made the difficult decision to put our child in a different school
setting. We were grateful for the smaller class size and extra precautions this
environment provided during the height of Covid in order for our son to attend in person
without fear of him getting sick. We have been blessed with allowing our son an
opportunity to experience things the Bethel District is not able to, however all our
children should have that opportunity.

Our district lacks an educational program for gifted children, social workers and
counselors that are able to spend quality time with our children, and teachers that are
actually able to teach and connect with our children.



The cost of living has risen on everything from groceries to insurance, yet our school
budget lags. Dr. Carver's initial request was too low as it doesn't even cover half the rise
in cost of living services. The raising of the budget request by the board is still too low.
We need to provide our kids with the ability to learn and that is not going to happen in
overflowing classrooms, constant turnover or reshuffling of teachers to accommodate
our growing school population and a lack of programs that are inclusive of the entire
population.

| am asking the board to again raise the education budget to be closer to the raise in
cost of living services, to 6%. | understand that that is an aggressive request but our
school district is in a precarious position that is only going to grow as our town continues
to grow.

Thank you for your consideration,

Lori Krisher

| wasn't able to attend the last Board of Finance meeting when the Town of Bethel
Budget was passed. I'm afraid | just don't understand.

When | have gone to Carluzzi's to buy food or to Food Bag to purchase gasoline
anytime in the last 12 months, prices are constantly going up with no end in

sight. Please, | ask that you take a second look at the Budget and see if there is
anywhere that you could cut and ease the burden for the taxpayers in Bethel.
Thank you,

Kitty Grant

23 Quaker Ridge Road

As | sit here today, | cannot comprehend how our town officials can justify raising taxes again this year.
Americans are struggling right now just to put enough food on the table and oil in the oil tank to heat
their homes. With current inflation rates nearing double digits and economists predicting that the worst
is yet to come, many residents of Bethel simply cannot afford another 3.38% increase in our local tax
rate. Lastyear | paid $16,346 in property taxes to the town of Bethel. That’s a $2300 (13+%) increase
from just two years prior. | have kept the rent on my rental property the same for the past four years to
help out the young couple living there, but 1 am already at the point where the rent no longer covers my
cost of keeping the property. Any tax increase, as a result, will unfortunately be passed on to them.Year
after year after year, we are asked to pay more, but | am asking you today that you give the taxpayer a
break and start to spend within our means. Unceasing increases in taxes have already driven enough
lifelong Bethelites out of this town. | have heard countless stories of people who want to live here but
go elsewhere because taxes here are already too high. Please do not let that trend continue. Please
think of the people paying these taxes. Some of the “wants” of our current town leadership will simply
have to wait.

Respectfully,

James Hancock, 86 Codfish Hill Rd



| am very concerned about the huge increase in the taxes for this proposed budget. My
husband and | are retired and have been living in Bethel for over 30 years and love it
here.

Our families live in Connecticut and we would prefer to remain here but the constant tax
increase is disturbing to us. Along with inflation, gas and food prices, this is a difficult
year financially; many of my friends are feeling the same dread.

| request that the BOF take a closer look at the budget numbers.

Why is the BOF message that education is important but seniors, retirees and long time
residents are not as important?

Pat Sell - psell10@gmail.com

46 Benedict Rd

| would respectfully request that the Board of Finance review the proposed budget. With gas prices up
(which also means that the cost of all goods and services are going up), the people of Bethel are feeling
the hit to their wallets as their wages are not keeping pace with inflation.

Everyone wants to to do what's best for Bethel and that includes trying to keep Bethel citizens from being
taxed out of their town.

Sincerely,

Linda Curtis

6 Birnam Wood Rd

Bethel CT 06801

Dear Board of Finance Members and Town Selectmen,

We are writing this email in support of the current proposed school and town budgets.
To many residents, the value of a town is evidenced by the school system where their
children will attend school. We have lived in Bethel 36 years and relocated here
because the school system was excellent, and it was where we wanted our children to
attend for their start in life.

Of course, both our children attended school here and moved on to very good
universities for higher education and both have now done very well in life. We attribute
this to a good start given them by the Bethel educational system.

We are now empty nesters but the value of our property is kept up by the value of the
school system and the rest of the town attracting people that are doing the same thing
we did years ago. The best evidence we have of that is our own neighborhood. The four
houses across the street from us have all sold recently to young families. All have
young children, some already in the school system and others coming into the system,
just like we had all those years ago.

| am writing this letter asking you to preserve the value of the investment we made by
keeping the value of our school system high. Please do not undermine the system with
needless cuts.

Sincerely,

Neale Dana
26 Pell Mell Drive
Bethel, Ct 06801Board of Finance and Town Selectman,



My name is Amanda Duerk

| am at Saxon Road in Bethel

| have 10 year old daughter, going into middie school next year.

| do not want to see so many important opportunities taken away from these children.
They need theatre, they need music, they need sports!!! They need more teachers, and
classrooms that can accommodate them without squeezing more students into already
full rooms.

| support a budget with NO MORE BUDGET CUTSH!!
We are killing our future this way.

Sincerely,

A concerned parent,

Amanda Duerk

My name is Mary Weinkauf, | live at 10 Nashville Road Extension, Unit 2, in Bethel, CT

| am asking the Board of Finance and the Selectman to pass the budget as presented, without any further
cuts.

Dear Board of Finance Members and Town Selectmen,

| am writing this email in support of the current proposed school and town budgets. Please make no more
cuts.

Sincerely,

Allison Stowell

88 Taylor Road

My name is Jill Katkocin, and | live at 24 Redwood Drive. | have 2 children in the Bethel
Schools, grades 4 and 8. I'm writing in support of the proposed 2022-2023 school and town
budget. Our children deserve it, our teachers deserve it, and our school staff deserve it.
Supporting this budget represents that our town values education, by investing in a better
tomorrow for our students and community. Please support this fiscally responsible budget, with
no reductions.

Kind regards,

Jill Katkocin

Dear Bethel Board of Finance Chair Cynthia McCorkindale and Board of Finance Members,

| am writing to ask that you reconsider the proposed 2022-2023 budget and to consider these cuts to that
budget:

1. Reduce the school budget by $853,542 to bring the school administrator count to 14 to conform with
CT state average of 224 students per administrator.

2. Reduce the school budget by another $1,621,729 to bring Bethel administrator pay to state averages

3. Reduce the Town operating budget increase to zero to reflect the added pressures of inflation including
$5 per gallon gas prices on Bethel's taxpayers.

The growth of Bethel budgets has outpaced inflation by over 32% over the past 10 years. It's time to stop
the runaway spending.

I'm including a chart that tracks the growth rates of inflation and Bethel budgets over the past 10 years, as
well as a 21 page PowerPoint presentation that documents the discrepancies in Bethel's proposed budget
compared to state averages.

Thank you.

Bradley Koltz,1 Fairchild Drive



To Board of Finance and Board of Selectmen, | want it noted that | am in support of both the education
and town budgets for FY2022-2023. Please do not make any cuts to the proposed budget. The proposed
increases are conservative and essential to maintain the status quo. The increase is $82.21/year or
$6.85/month (the same price as a Starbucks cup of coffee). | feel this is a small price to pay to ensure
our schools continue to outperform, our town is safe and our community continues to be a great place
to live and raise our children. The Bethel schools constantly perform at a high level, consistently out
performing similar size districts and doing so with a significantly smaller budget, even though the
population continues to grow. Any cuts to this budget will result in difficult choices, potentially requiring
cuts to programs such as the arts, ROTC and sports. All of these programs help set Bethel apart from
other districts. These programs continue to attract new families, including my family, as we moved here
for the school system and community that Bethel offers. in addition, a flat budget has been proposed a
number of times in the past. Please understand that a flat budget would not allow for increases to cost
of living, increases in inflation or covering depreciation costs of infrastructure, technology and supplies.
All of which is essential in the continual growth of the schools and the town as a whole. We continue to
ask our school and town staff to do more with less, at some point this will not be feasible and we will
need to propose a realistic budget increase that meets the growing needs of the schools and town.
Ultimately the people who suffer from these cuts are our children. Thank you for your time. Kind
Regards, Jeffrey Burns , 16 Far Horizons Dr. Bethel CT, 06801

To the Board of Selectmen and the Board of Finance,

I wish to thank you for your work on the proposed 2022-2023 budget. | have reviewed the
budget and feel comfortable supporting it. | definitely do not wish to see any cuts made in this
budget.

Sincerely,

Jenny Tesar

97 Chestnut Street - Apt A

Thank you for taking time to read this email. I'm asking that you please keep all the budgets as presented
by the departments. Bethel has a large increase of demands on it due to additional new families that have
arrived. We love our town. Please, please fund it fully. The board of education budget needs to support
the high demands placed upon it. Each building has had a marked influx of new students. We remain a
high needs district and we continually have a VERY fiscally conservative per pupil expenditure rate.
Bethel is doing their best to meet the needs and keep a budget that aligns WITH those needs. Do not cut
the education budget.

Thank you,

Jen Ackerman

4 Walnut Hill Rd.

Dear Board of Finance Members and Town Selectmen,

I am writing this email in support of the current proposed school and town budgets. It is
imperative to the operations of our town and schools than no more cuts are made to the
proposed budget.

Sincerely,

Gregory Stowell

88 Taylor Road, Bethel, CT



| support Bethel's Board of Education Proposed Education Budget 2022-2023 in full, as it is,
with no cuts. Please enter my support in the public record.

Kate Garrenson

90 Chestnut Street

Bethel, CT 06801

Due to lack of childcare | will not be able to attend tonight's meeting but | wanted it to be
on public record that | fully support this budget. Our kids deserve this!

Regards,

Jennifer Hantzarides

1 Wine Sap Run

To: Members of Bethel Board of Finance From: Kristin Sprock | am writing to you in full support of the
Bethel Board of Education’s proposed budget. As a Bethel resident for 27 years, the parent of 3 Bethel
Public School graduates, and a Bethe! Kindergarten teacher for 16 years, | have seen the amazing work
of EVERYONE that is employed by BPS from 3 very distinct and important perspectives. The schools have
the best interest of their students at the center - ensuring that our students are prepared for the
competitive world beyond school and this proposed budget reflects the bare minimum required to
continue this work. Thank you, Kristin Sprock 119 Rockwell Road Bethel, CT 06801 {203) 619 — 3552

Due to family circumstances, I'm unable to attend the public hearing regarding the budget.
Please accept my email correspondence into public record.

At the BOE budget presentation to the BOF, Chairperson Melanie O'Brien made many several
key points regarding the BOE budget. The most important of which was to put the proposed
budget to a vote as is, without cuts and allow the community to decide. | agree
wholeheartedly. Please put the budget through to a vote without cuts. | believe the BOE to be
professional, responsible and trust the budget they crafted responsibly meets the needs of all
students in balance with the needs of the (growing) community.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dorothy DeNigris

3 Country Way

[ support the current proposed school and town budgets, please do not make any more cuts.
Thank you,

Christine Cohen

40 Starr Lane

| support the current proposed school and town budgets, please do not make any more cuts.
Thank you,

Brian Cohen

40 Starr Lane

Please pass the proposed budget tonight. My oldest daughter joined Winter Guard this
year and absolutely loves it. She cannot wait to perform next year. 1 would hate for it,



or any activity, to be cut or lose funding. Activities already don't have enough
funding. It is important for kids to have these activities available, so please pass the
budget.

Thank you,

Manda Hashemi

25 Meckauer Circle

| am asking you to reduce the budget.

In the current environment with the economy still reeling from the Covid pandemic, gas
prices at record highs, inflation at highs unseen in decades,

I find it unconscionable that the town is once again considering increasing the pay and
benefits for an already financially protected group on the backs of the rest of the
taxpayers of Bethel.

| also do not see how increasing the pay or number of administrators which represents
6.3% of the budget helps the children of Bethel.

Respectfully,

Alicia Priore, Fairchild Dr.

I am in support of the proposed budget. I am not in support of budget cuts
to extra programs like Winter Guard, Marching Band, theater,
ROTC, Pathways, etc.

Peter Osimanti 14 Greenwood Ave

The voters and taxpayers of Bethel rely on the Board of Finance to scrutinize the budget
as proposed by the Board of Selectmen and then, adjust it as necessary to meet the
needs of our Town. It seems that this year, the Board of Finance listened to the
presentation of the Proposed Budget by the First Selectman and then approved the
budget at that same meeting without much analysis of the budget or discussion of Town
needs. We cannot expect the voters and taxpayers to individually analyze the budget
elements and whether Town needs are met. This is the duty of the Board of Finance.

| urge the Board of Finance to undertake its usually review of the budget.

Thank you for your consideration,

Tim Beeble

63 Grassy Plain Street

I have reviewed the proposed 2022 - 2023 Bethel budget, and I respectfully ask that the Board of
Finance find ways to dectease the education budget from its current $51,224,831 amount, this being
a 4.31 % increase over last year's budgeted amount. As a seniot citizen on a fixed income, and with
prices of gasoline and food rising, along with other rising prices and the rampant inflation
continuing, it is becoming mote and mote difficult to maintain our standard of living. Iam having
to make sacrifices to make ends meet. I understand that the school system has expenses that are
also going up for them, but there must be areas, perhaps in administrative costs, where cuts can be



made to lower the budget while still maintaining a sound education for the students of the Bethel
school system.

Thank you for your time and consideration, and your service to the town as an elected official.
Sincerely,

Julie Sorcek 8 D Beach St

Good Evening- We're not able to attend the budget meeting tonight. Please know that
myself and my husband support the proposed school budget.

Thank you,

Toni & George Murdock

9 Meadow Lane

I can't attend the budget meeting tonight at the middle school, but | wanted to express my
support of the current proposed budget. Please don't cut any of our programs!

Sincerely,

Daria Louch 71 Sunset Hill Rd

| am unable to attend tonight's budget meeting. | wanted it noted that | fully support this
budget.

Any cuts to this current budget will be detrimental to the educational system. Thank you
for your time.

Erin Tegmier, 4 brookview court

As a parent in Bethel | wish to express my hopes that the budget for our schools will go
forward with no cuts in what has been proposed. My daughter has attended school here
for 8 years, | bought my home here a year ago, and as an educator | know how
important keeping programs that help students to stay motivated during the school year
are. Young people often find mentors and life lessons that extend beyond the classroom
there, | know my child has done so. Please consider that how we fund our schools says
much about our values here. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Laura Blake

63 1/2 Grassy Plain St.

| was not able to attend the budget meeting today, but wanted to voice my support for the
school budget.

Thank you,

Aileen Mikolajczyk, 6 Brookview Ct.

“| support the budget”
Johanna Maffei, 77 Deer Run



