
Minutes of the Bethel Board of Education Special Meeting held on Monday., August 16, 2021,
in Bethel Middle School Media Center, 600 Whittlesey Drive, Bethel, CT.

Attendance:

Mark Dwinells Paul& Jen Ryan

Kirche Zeile Nicole Avallone

Molly& Mike Thomas Nicole Burns

Amanda Almeida Dan Ketish

Liz Bowers Stephanie Springer

Henry Bowers Tait Vinh Sidu

Jan Hantzarides Naomi Hambrecht

Meghan Smith Joann Dewey
Erin Khuth Joseph& Peggy Destin
Holly Cortella Danielle& Jeff Spies

Jaccluline DePace Kevin Maier

Jason Close Russell Caram

Erica Monson Sandy Narciso- Owen
Diana Sonme Allison Stowell

Jen Lawlor

Administrative Attendance: C. Carver, K. Brooks, T. Yonsky, M. Rutledge, B. Watson, A. Salerno,

D. Legnard., C. Troetti., M. Caron., D. Burns

M. O' Brien Chairman, called the meeting to order at 6: 01 PM.

Board Members Present:

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:  Present

Mr. Scott Clayton: Present

Mr. Bill Foster:     Present

Mr. Nicholas Hoffman:    Present

Mrs. Jen Larsen:   Absent
C-, Z

Mrs. Courtney Martin:    Present

Mr. Daniel Nostin: Present

Ms. Melanie O' Brien:      Present
e- i

Mrs. Cathy Schaefer:      Absent

1. Call to Order

1. A. Roll Call for Quorum

1. B. Pledge of Allegiance

2. School Opening Plan 2021- 2022



Dr. Carver provided the Board of Education and parents with anoverview of the opening of
schools. Dr. Carver informed those attending she, Laura Vag| Dir. of Public Health, Town of

Bethel, and Lisa Davenport, BPS Coordinator of Health Services, would be available for questions
after the meeting.  At the Board' s June meeting, Dc Carver provided the Board with general

updates but did not have specific guidance. That guidance was released inJuly, with some August
updates. The information Dr. Carver provided is the current and best information the district has
to date. The goal is to keep schools open in an environment in which staff and students are safe
and healthy. Dr. Carver reviewed the Opening Plan for 2o2z' 2o2z.

The district will be offering in- person learning only. she reviewed social distancing, sharing of

materials, cohorting, handwashing and respiratory etiquette, cleaning and disinfection practices
which will reflect updated guidance. Consistent with DPH guidance, all ventilation filters will be

changed prior to school and according to recommended schedules. Face Coverings, Executive

Order 13A`  Requires use of face coverings/ masks in schools( in effect until September 30, 2021'

unless rescinded).  Federal order that requires mask use on public transportation, including
school buses. Masks are recommended indoors bvthe Department of Public Health, Center for

Disease Control,, and American Academy of Pediatrics. The Board ofEducation also has U
5141. 8- Use of Face Coverjng adopted in August 2020.

Social distancing must maintain atleast 3feet ofphysical distance inclassrooms mother spaces,

including the cafeteria. Art' technology, and music will be in" specials" classrooms.

Physical Education will beinthe gym oroutside

Lunch in the cafeteria with breakfast grab and go( K- o)

BHS lunch inthe cafeteria and other designated areas

Classes will bea cohort ( x- s)

Classes will be expected to sit in the lunchroom in class cohorts( existing practice)

Recess will resume inlarger groups- Outside

BMS will resume switching classes with seating a minimum of 3 feet apart ( limits any
potential need for quarantine)

Materials can beshared, with good hand washing protocols.

The District will only be offering in- person learning. The district cannot offer remote learning

during emergency weather days. There would need tobeachange inlegislation toallow it. The

district cannot offer remote learning as a separate learning model. There will be support for

students required toquarantine.

sxtrn' Curricu| arAc, ivities will resume in person. All g, oups/ dubs/ intramura| o will need to follow
mitigation strategies and any additional Department of Public Health guidance. Music programs

will continue tofollow current guidance( Addendum z7) unless amended.



Contract tracing and quarantine requirements. ADirect Contact for students seated within 3 feet
formerly Gfeet) for 15minutes ormore over a 24- hour period and is wearing amask in

classroom setting. 6 ft in situations where unmasked OR not in the classroom for more than 15
minutes( i. e. lunch, bus, etc.) Direct Contacts must quarantine for seven( 7) days with a negative

cOvotest result on or after day 5 OR for ten( 10) days.

Mark Caron, Athletic mreotor, rev1ewedthe, waskGuidancefurath| et| csandthequanamUneand

Return toPlay procedures.

Outdoor Sports No masks required ( Exceptions indoor practices, weight mom' film sessions,

transportation)

Indoor Sports - Masks required ( Volleyball at all times, swim - when outside pool, dance, and

cheer- canon| yremovemaskswhenstunung)

Coaches, support staff, officials, and spectators will need to follow the same mask

guidance asoutlined above and mExecutive Order z3A.

Dr.  Carver reviewed the district,  school communications,  and attendance policy.  The

administration is highly concerned about chronic absenteeism rates for the 2020- 2021 school

year and the district is resuming full attendance policy 5zz3and practices.

Visitors and volunteers tothe buildings will resume but are limited due tothe purpose. Options

for virtual conferences& meetings will continue. PTO/ Booster family events outside to start the
year and all events must follow BPS mitigation strategies and any Department of Health guidance.

3. Correspondence

Bethel cTPublic Schools Mail- Day 5z3ofthe fifteen days toslow the spread- S. Wade

Bethel CTPublic Schools Mail Fall zo2z- s. Wade

Bethel cTPublic Schools Mail Please Protect Our Kids and Mandate Masks/ nSchool- C.

McGuire

4. Audience Participation

Please note: The Board welcomes p" ux" ," rtiuw* m" and asks that " rakers please limit their comments to z

minutes. Speakers may offer objective comments of school operations and programs that concern them. The Board will not

permit any expression ofpersonal complaints o, defamatory comments about Board ofEducation personnel and students, nor
against any person connected with the Bethel Public School system.)

Lisa Bowers, avvood| awn Drive' spoke against students wearing masks.

mrche Zei| e' 36 Maple Ave. Ext. spoke in favor of students wearing masks.
Sara Wade, Golden Hill Street, questioned the number oftimes astudent can bequarantined.

Belinda Dymond, 34xidgeda| eRoad, spoke against students wearing masks.

nussCaram' 149 Old Haw| eyvi|| e Road, spoke against students wearing masks.

Holly Corte|| a' so24Copper Square Drive, spoke against students wearing masks.



S. Adjourn

Move to adjourn at 7: 22 PM. Passed with a motion by Mr. Scott Clayton and a second by Mrs.
Jennifer Ackerman.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman:   Yea

Mr. Scott Clayton: Yea

Mr. Bill Foster:     Yea

Mr. Nicholas Hoffman:    Yea

Mrs. Courtney Martin:     Yea

Mr. Daniel Nostin: Yea

Ms. Melanie O' Brien:      Yea

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Pare

Board Recorder


