BOARD OF FINANCE

Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School Street
Bethel, Connecticut 06801 Telephone: (203) 794-8501

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
Tuesday, June 8, 2021 - 7:00 p.m.
Video/ Teleconference video link: https://zoom.us/j/7360902790
One tap mobile 1.646.558.8656, 7360902790# US (New Y ork)
Materials can be viewed at: https://www.bethel-ct.gov/content/117/478/20785.aspx

Present: Chairman Robert Manfreda, Robert Palmer, Nicholas Ellis, Karen Foster,
Dalene Foster, Cynthia McCorkindale and Bryan Terzian. Also in attendance were First
Selectman Knickerbocker, Comptroller Robert Kozlowski, Assistant Comptroller Brad
Heering, Tax Collector Ann Scacco, Park & Rec Director Eileen Earle and Planning &
Zoning Director Beth Cavagna.

Public Comments:
Lou Valenti, 4 Hoyt Rd

-
Hillery Kirk, 10 Jacobs L. o
Mary Ann Kulla, 17 Good Hill Rd. e
Mariam Dasic- 80 Chestnut St g
Jon Hill, 56 Wooster St. 2%‘2

EZ2:h o 01 NOF 202
a3Ai303Y

Correspondence:
Don Warfield, 30 Country Way — see attachment

Approval of regular meeting April 13, 2021, special meeting minutes May 4, 2021 &
May 24, 2021 and regular meeting May 11, 2021:

Robert Palmer made a motion, which was seconded by Nicholas Ellis to approve the
minutes of regular meeting April 13, 2021. Vote yes — Robert Manfreda, Robert Palmer,
Dalene Foster and Karen Foster. Cynthia McCorkindale and Bryan Terzian abstained from
voting.

Robert Palmer made a motion, which was seconded by Dalene Foster to approve the
minutes of special meeting May 4, 2021 & May 24, 2021. Vote yes — Robert Manfreda,
Robert Palmer, Dalene Foster and Karen Foster. Cynthia McCorkindale and Bryan Terzian
abstained from voting.
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Robert Palmer made a motion, which was seconded by Dalene Foster to approve the
minutes of regular meeting May 11, 2021. Vote yes — Robert Manfreda, Robert Palmer,
Dalene Foster, Karen Foster and Cynthia McCorkindale. Bryan Terzian abstained from
voting

Consideration of approval of Suspense List:

Robert Palmer made a motion, which was seconded by Dalene Foster to approve the
suspense list. Ann Scacco presented and explained the suspense list and discussion
ensued. Vote, all in favor, motion approved unanimously.

Consideration of capital equipment purchase for Park & Rec from Capital Non-
recurring:

Nicholas Ellis made a motion, which was seconded by Robert Palmer to approve the
capital equipment purchases in an amount not to exceed $41,796.10 from capital non-
recurring. First Selectman Knickerbocker and Eileen Earle presented the request and
discussion ensued. Vote, all in favor, motion approved unanimously.

Consideration of approval to transfer funds from the General Fund (Fund Balance)
to pay down School Project ST Debt:

Nicholas Ellis made a motion, which was seconded by Robert Palmer to approve the
transfer of $990,000 from the General Fund (fund balance) to pay down School Project St
Debt. Comptroller Kozlowski presented information and discussion ensued. Vote, all in
favor, motion approved unanimously.

Consideration of Potential Purchase of Open Space using General Fund (Fund
Balance):

Robert Palmer made a motion, which was seconded by Karen Foster to approve the
purchase of Open Space at Shelly Road in the amount of $300,000 using the General Fund
account. Beth Cavagna presented information and discussion ensued. Vote yes — Robert
Manfreda, Robert Palmer, Dalene Foster, Karen Foster and Cynthia McCorkindale. Bryan
Terzian abstained from voting.

Comptroller's Report:

Comptroller Kozlowski presented the report and discussion ensued. Nicholas Ellis made a
motion, which was seconded by Robert Palmer to approve the report. Vote, all in favor,
motion approved unanimously.

Robert Palmer made a motion, which was seconded by Nicholas Ellis to adjourn the
meeting at 8:02 p.m. Vote, all in favor, motion approved unanimously.

Please use link to view the meeting: https://youtu.be/bq9qyjy7Yv8
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Respectfully submitted;
o (Vo

Dionne Craig, Recording Secretary

RE: Attachment:

Dear Board of Selectmen,

| am writing to report that last night, March 25, 2021, at our monthly meeting,
the Board of Directors of The Bethel Land Trust unanimously and enthusiastically
endorsed the proposal for the town to purchase the Draper property on Shelley Road.
The Board specifically cited the land’s important conservation and community
value. The land features a mature, mixed deciduous forest and contains interesting
geological features, including an escarpment, ravine, and natural stone outcroppings.
Most importantly, this property borders both Bethel's Franc Preserve
and Newtown’s Brunot Preserve, nearly 150 acres in total, and is a critical part of
this larger biome.

Were the plan submitted by the developer approved, it would mean a fragmentation
of the most mature forest in the two preserves, carrying the risk of disturbing species,
such as the pileated woodpecker and scarlet tanager, two of the morespectacular
birds in this area that are frequently observed in the preserves. These species require
habitats of very large unbroken swaths of mature forest for survival. In addition, the
proposed development would greatly diminish the experience for those walking
on the heavily used red trail that links the two preserves, as part of it is only about 30
yards from the property line.

Perhaps most importantly, the preservation of this piece of land would afford us the
opportunity to create a new trail, without cutting down a single tree, of approximately
7 of a mile in length. This trail would traverse both land within the Franc Preserve
and the new property. The new trail would represent a substantial increase, from 1.9
miles to 2.65 miles, in the overall trail length in the Franc Preserve. The natural
beauty of this new trail and the increase it represents in the length of trails in the
Preserve will be a boon to its many users. It will also mean decreasing the likelihood
of encountering too many other individuals on a hike, which, owing to the increasing
popularity of the Preserve, is becoming a concern. In fact, in order to provide us with
a very rough estimate of how many people visit the Franc Preserve, we conducted a
survey in November 2020. In a single day, we counted 103 automobiles entering the
Preserve’s parking area. An impressive number despite failing to capture the many
local residents who walk to the Preserve or those individuals who access it from its
Shelley Road entrance or through the Brunot Preserve.

In summary, the opportunity presented by this purchase will serve the community well
by protecting a biologically important piece of property and by enhancing the
experience for the many citizens who enjoy the Franc Preserve. As the stewards of
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the Franc Preserve, who continue to improve and maintain it, the members Bethel
Land Trust and the Friends of the Franc Preserve and its active membership
are prepared to help mobilize support for this acquisition.

With warm regards,

Don Warfield

The Bethel Land Trust
Friends of the Franc Preserve
30 Country Way

Bethel, CT 06801
203-512-5859
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