
Minutes of the Board of Education Curriculum Committee Meeting held on June 03, 2021, in

BMS Media Center, Bethel Middle School, 600 Whittlesey Drive, Bethel( in- Person Only

Meeting) Masks& Social Distancing must be followed.

Attendance:   None

Administrative Attendance: K. Brooks,, B. Watson,. M. Rutledge., J. Varile

J. Ackerman., Chair,, called the meeting to order at 7: 00 PM.   UV--- I

U1

Board Members Present:  Attendance Taken at 7: 00 PM:

Present Board Members:

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman

Mrs. Courtney Martin
Mrs. Jen Larsen

Mrs. Cathy Schaefer
Ms. Melanie O' Brien

Absent Board Members:

Mr. Scott Clayton, Alternate

1. Statistics Textbook

Jen Varile, BHS Teacher, presented the Statistics Textbook. This book was selected for the

following reasons:

Approved by College Board for AP Statistics

Approved by UConn ECE for early college credit
College Board resources such as AP Classroom are aligned to this book.

The authors of the book are heavily involved in writing the AP Statistics curriculum,
practice questions and AP exam questions.

Would like both AP Statistics and Statistics 42 to have the same book and for all statistics

students to have access to UConn ECE credit in the future.

There are clear explanations of complex content.

Numerous towns across the state use this book.

The Practice of Statistics is the" overwhelming bestseller" for High School AP Statistics

courses per BFW Publishing Group.

Motion Passed:   Motion to bring the textbook and digital licensure for, The Practice of Statistics
2020) 6th edition, for Statistics 42 and AP Statistics to the full Board of Education for approval

passed with a motion by Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman and a second by Ms. Melanie O' Brien.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman Yes



Mrs. Courtney Martin Yes

Mrs. Jen Larsen Yes

Mrs. Cathy Schaefer Yes

Mr. Scott Clayton Absent

Ms. Melanie O' Brien Yes

2. BMS Grading Update Briefing

Dr. Assist. Superintendent, and Mr. Watson., BMS Principal and, updated the committee on

the BMS Standards- Based Grading.   Mr. Watson reviewed how changing the way the school
communicates student progress on the standards t, students and parents allows them to

understand it more, see it better in PowerSchool, and make the transition for students moving to
high school easier. Instead ofusing the corresponding numbers associated with proficiency for each
standard, they will us the»~ F.   Parents will then beable todrill down uzview the corresponding
mastery level for each standard.   BMS will move tothis change during the 2o21/ 2o22school year.

3. BMS UA STEAM pilot Course

Dr. Brooks and Mr. Watson gave anoverview ofthe pilot course.  They have identified ateacher
forthecourse.  The proposed STEAM Unified Arts class will be aproject-based learning experience
for students. It will focus on the development of students' global competencies through solving real
world problems. Amain component will bethat the course isstudent driven, developing student

agency, and empowering learners tobeagents ofchange intheir communities. The STEAM Unified

Arts class will directly align tocomponents ofthe business and career and technical education
pathways, as well asthe Applied Studies coursework, providing students on introduction tothe
various programs available to them at Bethel High School. After piloting in 2021/ 2022, this course

will bebrought mnthe Board next year for approval.

4. New Business

None.

s. Audience Participation

None.

s. Adjourn



Mrs. Cathy Schaefer Yes

Mr. Scott Clayton Absent

Ms. Melanie O' Brien Yes

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Pare

Board Recorder


