Minutes of the Bethel Board of Education Regular Meeting held on May 18, 2021, in BMS Media
Center, Bethel Middle School, 600 Whittlesey Drive, Bethel (In-Person Only Meeting) Masks &

Social Distancing must be followed.

Attendance: None.

Administrative Attendance: C. Carver, K. Brooks, T. Yonsky, C. Troetti, B. Watson, D. Burns, M.

Rutledge, C. Sipala

M. O’Brien, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Board Members Present: Attendance Taken at 7:00 PM:
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Updated Attendance:
Mr. Scott Clayton was updated to present at: 7:08 PM
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman was updated to present at: 7:25 PM

1. Call to Order
1.A. Roll Call for Quorum

1.B. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Board Recognition/A Salute to Excellence

The US World and News Report just released their 2021 rankings of High Schools. The District was
notified that BHS was moved into the Top 50 in CT (#47). BHS was 53 last year. This is quite an

honor.

2.A. Gifts, Grants, & Bequests

Districtwide



Kimberly-Clark General Purpose Face Masks (56,000), Scott Gel Hand Sanitizer (12 cases), Scott 24
hr. Sanitizing wipes (10 cases), Kimberly Clark, Roswell, GA.  (Kimberly-Clark has operations in New
Milford, CT.)

2.B. CABE Student Leadership Awards

The Board congratulated the following students on receiving the CABE Student Leadership Award
for 2021: Mateo Romero, Bethel Middle School; Josh Heyel, Bethel Middle School; Erin Lowenadler,
Bethel High School; Ashlyn Ehrhard, Bethel High School

2.C. WCSA Student Leadership Awards

The Board congratulated the following students on receiving the WCSA Superintendent Award -
(Connecticut Association of Public School Superintendents) for 2021: Claire Bray, Bethel Middle
School; Jonathan Keener, Bethel Middle School; Jermya Carter, Bethel High School; Gabrielle
Vassell, Bethel High School

3. BOARD REPORTS - PROGRESS TOWARDS DISTRICT INITIATIVES
3.A. BHS/BMS Proposed Building Schedule Changes

Due to the COVID pandemic the instructional models and school schedules adopted this year have
caused the administration to "rethink" the school day and schedules. As a result, both the middle
school and high school have worked with their school-based teams to capitalize on what has worked
to create new schedules for the 2021-2022 school year. Mr. Watson and Mr. Troetti presented,
those schedules and the rationale for the adjustments.

4. Consent Calendar
4.A. Approval of Minutes
4.A.1. April 22, 2021

Motion Passed: Move to approve the minutes of April 22, 2021 passed with a motion by Ms.
Melanie O'Brien and a second by Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman Yes
Mrs. Courtney Martin Yes
Mrs. Jen Larsen Yes
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer Absent
Mr. Scott Clayton Yes
Ms. Melanie O'Brien Yes
Mr. Bill Foster Yes
Mr. Nicholas Hoffman Yes
Mr. Daniel Nostin Absent

5. Correspondence




None.

6. Audience Participation

None.

7. Administrative/Board Member Update

7.A. Board Chairperson Update

Ms. O'Brien informed the Board she will distribute Superintendent Evaluation Rubric in preparation
for the evaluation meetings. Ms. O'Brien will send the Board suggested dates for a summer retreat
meeting. She informed the Board, as requested by committee, the Class Size regulation discussion
will be on the agenda. Ms. O'Brien also asked Board members to attend end of year events if able
to do so.

7.B. Administrative Update

Board selection of BOE Representative for BEA negotiations - Dr. Carver informed the Board
they are looking for 3 members to serve on as Board representatives for BEA
negations. Ms. O'Brien will serve as a rep. and Karen Foster, will be the Board of Finance
representative.

ESSR Il and ESSR Il Updates, ESSR Il Public Comment - ESSR Il grant is already
approved. The administration was informed Bethel will be receiving $181,000 less from the
ARP grant than previously anticipated. ESSR Ill requires the district to revise the Reopening
Plan by June 24h. However, the district is still waiting for guidance from the State regarding
mitigation strategies for next school year. The district is required to get public comments on
the Reopening Plan. Dr. Carver shared the raw data with the Board. Dr. Carver noted the
District has no control on masks, quarantining, social distancing. Those guidelines from the
Dept. of Health.

CDC Updates and Impact to programs - Dr. Carver informed the Board there may revisions
to masking coming in next few days regarding events, etc.

End of Year Activities - Dr. Carver spoke about the upcoming end of the year events.

8. Reports to the Board

8.A. Personnel
8.A.1. Teachers Being Granted Tenure

For the Board's information, the Board was presented with a listing of teachers who have completed
the requirements to be granted tenure in the Bethel Public Schools.

8.B. Policy



8.B.1. First Reading

8.B.1.a. Policy 6142.10 - Health Education Program

Motion Passed: Move to accept Policy 6142.10 - Health Education Program for a first reading
passed with a motion by Mr. Nicholas Hoffman and a second by Mr. Scott Clayton.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman
Mrs. Courtney Martin
Mrs. Jen Larsen

Mrs. Cathy Schaefer
Mr. Scott Clayton

Ms. Melanie O'Brien
Mr. Bill Foster

Mr. Nicholas Hoffman
Mr. Daniel Nostin

Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent

8.B.1.b. Policy 6142.101 - Student Wellness & Nutrition

Motion Passed: Move to accept Policy 6142.101 - Student Wellness & Nutrition for a first reading
passed with a motion by Mr. Nicholas Hoffman and a second by Ms. Melanie O'Brien.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman
Mrs. Courtney Martin
Mrs. Jen Larsen

Mrs. Cathy Schaefer
Mr. Scott Clayton

Ms. Melanie O'Brien
Mr. Bill Foster

Mr. Nicholas Hoffman
Mr. Daniel Nostin

Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent

8.B.2. Second Reading/Approval

8.B.2.a. Policy 1000 - Community Relations: Concepts, Goals and Roles in Community

Relations

Motion Passed: Move to approve Policy 1000 - Community Relations: Concepts, Goals and
Roles in Community Relations passed with a motion by Mr. Nicholas Hoffman and a second by Mr.

Scott Clayton.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman
Mrs. Courtney Martin
Mrs. Jen Larsen

Mrs. Cathy Schaefer
Mr. Scott Clayton

Ms. Melanie O'Brien
Mr. Bill Foster

Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent
Yes
Yes
Yes




Mr. Nicholas Hoffman
Mr. Daniel Nostin

Yes
Absent

8.B.2.b. Policy 1120 - Community Relations:

Board of Education meetings

Motion Passed:

Move to approve Policy 1120 - Community Relations:

Board of Education

meetings passed with a motion by Mr. Nicholas Hoffman and a second by Ms. Melanie O'Brien.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman
Mrs. Courtney Martin
Mrs. Jen Larsen

Mrs. Cathy Schaefer
Mr. Scott Clayton

Ms. Melanie O'Brien
Mr. Bill Foster

Mr. Nicholas Hoffman
Mr. Daniel Nostin

Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent

8.B.2.c. Policy 1316.2 - Use of Alcohol by Adults

Motion Passed:

Move to approve Policy 1316.2 - Use of Alcohol by Adults passed with a motion

by Mr. Nicholas Hoffman and a second by Mr. Scott Clayton.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman
Mrs. Courtney Martin
Mrs. Jen Larsen

Mrs. Cathy Schaefer
Mr. Scott Clayton

Ms. Melanie O'Brien
Mr. Bill Foster

Mr. Nicholas Hoffman
Mr. Daniel Nostin

Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent

9. Recommended Executive Session

9.A. CT General Statues 1-210(b)(2) Personnel

Motion Passed:

Move to enter into Executive Session 8:27 PM passed with a motion by Mr.

Nicholas Hoffman and a second by Mr. Scott Clayton.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman
Mrs. Courtney Martin
Mrs. Jen Larsen

Mrs. Cathy Schaefer
Mr. Scott Clayton

Ms. Melanie O'Brien

Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent
Yes
Yes




Mr. Bill Foster Yes
Mr. Nicholas Hoffman Yes
Mr. Daniel Nostin Absent

Present Board Members:
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman
Mrs. Courtney Martin
Mrs. Jen Larsen

Mr. Scott Clayton

Ms. Melanie O'Brien

Mr. Bill Foster

Mr. Nicholas Hoffman

Absent Board Members:
Mr. Daniel Nostin
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer

Administrative Attendance: C. Carver, K. Brooks, T. Yonsky

9.A.1. Non-Renewals
9.B. Executive Session CT General Statutes 1-210(b)(e)(11)
9.B.1. Discussion of any matter that would result in the disclosure of confidential
records or information excluded from the FOIA's disclosure requirements under CT
General Statutes 1-210(b)

Motion Passed: Move to come out of Executive Session at 8:40 PM passed with a motion by Ms.
Melanie O'Brien and a second by Mr. Scott Clayton.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman Yes
Mrs. Courtney Martin Yes
Mrs. Jen Larsen Yes
Mrs. Cathy Schaefer Absent
Mr. Scott Clayton Yes
Ms. Melanie O'Brien Yes
Mr. Bill Foster Yes
Mr. Nicholas Hoffman Yes
Mr. Daniel Nostin Absent

Motion Passed: Move that the contract of employment as presented not be renewed for the
following school year upon its expiration at the end of the2020-2021 school year, and understand
the Superintendent of Schools has already advised such persons in writing of this action passed with
a motion by Ms. Melanie O'Brien and a second by Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman Yes

Mrs. Courtney Martin Yes




Mrs. Jen Larsen

Mrs. Cathy Schaefer
Mr. Scott Clayton

Ms. Melanie O'Brien
Mr. Bill Foster

Mr. Nicholas Hoffman
Mr. Daniel Nostin

Yes
Absent
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent

10. Adjourn

Motion Passed: Move to adjourn at 9:05 PM passed with a motion by Ms. Melanie O'Brien and a

second by Mr. Scott Clayton.
Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman
Mrs. Courtney Martin

Mrs. Jen Larsen

Mrs. Cathy Schaefer

Mr. Scott Clayton

Ms. Melanie O'Brien

Mr. Bill Foster

Mr. Nicholas Hoffman

Mr. Daniel Nostin

Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Pare
Board Recorder




