
Minutes of the Bethel Board of Education Regular Meeting - Budget Workshop held on February
02,? 2021, via Zoom Webinar Video Conferencing and Board of Education Conf. Room E

Public Access via BEN Live Streaming and members of the public wishing to make public

comments during the Audience Participation portion of the meeting using public link to
participate via Zoom.

Attendance:    None

Administrative Attendance: In Person: C. Carver., K. Brooks,, T. Yonsky,, B. Germinaro

Via Zoom : C. Troetti, M. Rutledge, L. Rudinas,, D. Burns,, C. Sipala,, S. Rodgers

M. O' Brien, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7: 00 PM.

Board Members Present:   Attendance Taken at 7: 00 PM:

Present Board Members:

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman

Mrs. Courtney Martin
Mrs. Jen Larsen,, via Zoom

Mrs. Cathy Schaefer, via Zoom

Mr. Scott Clayton,, via Zoom

Ms. Melanie O' Brien, via Zoom

Mr. Bill Foster,, via Zoom

Mr. Nicholas Hoffman, via Zoom

Absent Board Members:

Mr. Daniel Nostin

St

1. Call to Order

1. A. Roll Call for Quorum

1. B. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Budget Workshop ( Facilities)

Dr. Carver and Mrs. Yonksy answered questions from the Board regarding dually identified students
for ELL & SPED, conference fees, dues and fees, locker room benches,  bollards for security,

carpeting, ceiling tile, and MERV filter replacements, fencing for Benzing Field, additional lockers at

BMS, Town work order system, increased custodian workload due to COVID and new building

spaces, ESSR grant funding requirements and how expenses need to be specifically related to the
COVID pandemic.

Dr. Carver informed the Board the administration is anticipating a decrease in the health insurance



plan of 1% which would make health insurance a 7% total increase, bringing the total budget

increase to 3. 1% opposed the 3. 27%.

Also,  discussed possible savings in transportation by extending transportation contract an

additional year opposed to going out to bid for alternative fuel options in transportation.    Due to

the COVID pandemic this year there was not enough time to properly research the option.
Extending the contract an additional year would also give the Resource Management and Business

Operations committee the time needed do the necessary research prior to the bid process.

Board of Education Q & A from this meeting can be found on the district' s website under Board

of Education menu, 2021- 2022 Education Budget Information, District' s Financial Dashboard.

The Board will review any additional Board member questions and answers at the next budget

workshop/ approval meeting on February 4, 2021.

3. Correspondence

None.

4. Audience Participation

None.

5. Adjourn

Motion Passed:    Move to adjourn at 8: 27 PM passed with a motion by Ms. Melanie O' Brien and

a second by Mr. Bill Foster.

Mrs. Jennifer Ackerman Yes

Mrs. Courtney Martin Yes

Mrs. Jen Larsen Yes

Mrs. Cathy Schaefer Yes

Mr. Scott Clayton Yes

Ms. Melanie O' Brien Yes

Mr. Bill Foster Yes

Mr. Nicholas Hoffman Yes

Mr. Daniel Nostin Absent

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Pare

Board Recorder


