BETHEL HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Clifford J. Hurgin Municipal Center, 1 School Street, Bethel, Connecticut
06801(203) 794-8539W 203-794-8145F bhdadminassist@bethel-ct.gov

To: Michael Kozlowski, Chairman, Planning & Zoning Commission
From: Laura L. Vasile, Director of Health ~ 77"
Date: June 24, 2026

Subject: 16 Trowbridge Drive Vintage Auto Storage & Restoration Service From 27,755 to
Proposed 47,431 Sq Ft with Three Additions on 4.956 acre

The Bethel Health Department has reviewed the Bethel Planning & Zoning Application form dated
received May 28, 2026 to the Land Use Dept, the DiMeo Engineering Report dated 5/12/26, and the
Plans Drawing Title “Proposed Building Addition Land of 75 Express CT LLC at 16 Trowbridge Rd
Bethel CT dated May 15, 2026 received 5/28/26, prepared by James V. DiMeo PE, Sheet 1-dated
5/12/26 and Sheet 2 Proposed Site Layout land of 75Express CT LLC 16 Trowbridge Dr dated
5/12/26, for the proposed additional 47,431 sq ft of building area for restoration, repair and storage of
vintage motor vehicles at the above referenced property.

The Site Plan Proposed Site Layout shows the existing two (2) story commercial building and the
location of the three additions requested. Public sewers and public water service serve the site. The
health department is not aware of the location of the proposed 10 ft x 17 up to 10 x 20 ft screened in
garbage & recycling enclosure sized for the waste generated by the use. It did not appear that the
screened-in garbage facility that previously existed is on the plans. The health department did not
receive floor plans for consideration. Drawing No. 01.3 dated 4/2/26 shows three (3) overhead
doors. The owner is responsible to assure all applicable regulatory permits are obtained and St. of
CT statute and regulation compliance is maintained for the business. The health department’s
primary public health concerns include the appropriate storage, handling, and management of any
chemicals/hazardous materials, if used in the business, Shop Wastewater, Parts Cleaning, Body
Repair & Painting Operations, and the prevention of nuisance conditions including odor, particulate
matter, ground water contamination, garbage & recycling, and/or stagnant water ponding on the
site.

We offer the following comments with respect to the proposed site development plans

1. The applicant is responsible to apply to the health department (and any applicable local permitting
agencies) as part of the routine local permit process for the project review and sign off prior to
project construction. It is unknown whether Waste Oil Tanks for used Qil, and/or Motor Qil Storage
Containers, or Lube Oil Tanks will be used. These tanks have an inner and outer tank that acts as
a double barrier between the chemicals and the environment. If there will be Solvent-soaked rags
on the premises, then a Solvent used rags management plan would be used to assure that
storage and handling of solvent soaked rags is done. It would be helpful to know more about the
business use. The applicant to clarify if the proposal includes floor drains.

2. Ifthe vehicle restoration and storage business include activities involving waste fluids such as
used oil, coolant, and potential other chemicals/detergents, then CT DEEP considers the vehicle
renovation and repair service, a generator of fluid wastes. Generators of fluid wastes are
responsible per State of Connecticut, General Statutes and regulations for proper management
and disposal of chemicals and fluid wastes. Per DEEP guidance and recommendations available
online and attached, businesses are responsible to determine whether they need to perform a
Hazardous Waste Determination and to determine the business “Hazardous Waste Generator
Status” and comply with the requirements that apply to the business handling of wastes identified.
The property owner and business are responsible per state regulations to prevent waste oll,
coolant, and/or other regulated waste product mismanagement in order to prevent hazards to
human health or the environment. The DEEP General Permit, registration form or guidance



document explaining the fluid waste and other applicable requirements is available online. DEEP
recommends waste fluid generators read the Vehicle Maintenance Wastewaters General Permit
information on the DEEP website or call DEEP’s Water Permitting and Enforcement Division at
860-424-3025 with any questions. The oil, coolant and/or any other chemical liquids used as part
of vehicle service operations must be stored and disposed of in accordance with all applicable
state and federal regulations and requirements. Appropriate oil, coolant, and other waste
liquid/product storage, handling, and disposal practices are required for this business activity in
accordance with all State of CT applicable statutes and regulations.

3. Used Oil Storage Tank or container for used oil must be on a base that is sufficiently impervious to
prevent spills or leaks from reaching soil, groundwater, or surface waters. A base must be
sufficiently impervious and may require secondary containment such as a specially-designed
secondary Containment pallet available through industrial supply companies. The business owner
is responsible to use a permitted waste oil transporter. The business is responsible to take the
proper precautions so that any waste liquids used in the business operation do not end up
discharging into drains or outside the facility. See attached SEEP Pit Stop Fact Sheet "Shop
Wastewater.” The DEEP Officials recommend that the business owners prepare and use a Spill
Prevention, Control, and Countermeasures (SPCC) Plan, to prevent environmental contamination
impacts and liability concerns. The DEEP referred BHD and the business owner to the DEEP Pit
Stops Fact Sheets attached and online including: https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/P2/Industry/Vehicle-
Repair-and-Body-Shops-P2-Fact-Sheet-Index https://portal.ct.gov/-

/media/DEEP/p2/business_industry/PitStops/PS2014UsedQilpdf/PS2023-UsedOil 11823.pdf, and
https://portal.ct.gov/-

/media/DEEP/p2/business _industry/PitStops/PS2014BodyRepairAndPaintingpdf. pdf
4. The commercial activity if using waste fluid material, material storage/handling or other possible

activities associated with environmental contamination, is required to follow the DEEP'S Best
Management Plans for the Protection of Groundwater including;

> Prohibition of all non-domestic wastewater type discharges to the ground and ground waters.

» Owner responsible to assure that the business activity operations meet the CT DEEP material
handling, storage, and management regulations, Product Containment plans, Spill Prevention,
Control, and Countermeasure Plans (SPCC), and/or other applicable statutes/regulations that may
apply. See DEEP Pit Stop Fact Sheets attached.

5 Odor nuisances can be associated with vehicle restoration. DEEP recommends that paint repair
be done in a shop environment with environmental control in place along with proper record
keeping. DEEP states that proper controls (such as filters) should be used to capture overspray
from painting operations to prevent adverse impacts to health and safety. See RCSA section
22a-174-18(c)(2). The regulation also covers emission of odors to the extent that they constitute
a nuisance by being injurious to public health or unreasonably interfere with enjoyment of life or
use of property. See RCSA section 22a-174-23(a). Odors to be minimized per regulations.
Additional odor control information is available at the DEEP Bureau of Air Management
telephone #860-424-4152.

6. Installation of an appropriately sized garbage & recycling enclosure with waste containers
maintained clean and sanitary in the facility area proposed approx. 10 ft x 17 ft up to 10 ft x 20 ft
would be beneficial for generated waste control and maintenance. The enclosure recommended
to be shown on the Site Plan.

7. The property owner should take precautions to prevent stagnant water from remaining on the
property for 7 to 10 days or longer to prevent concerns about mosquito breeding and West Nile
Virus transmission from May through October of each year. A larvicide plan for the property is
recommended to address and prevent stagnant water and mosquito breeding area and to
determine whether larvicide is necessary.

8. Storm drainage system construction and maintenance will be provided by other agencies.

As long as items noted and conditions and provisions listed above are addressed and incorporated
into any project approval, the Bethel Health Department has no objection to an approval with
conditions of this project by the Bethel Planning and Zoning Commission.

Enc: CT DEEP Pit Stop Fact Sheets for Used Qil, Body Repair and Painting Operations, Shop Wastewater.

f:\dept_docs\building permits approval(s)&correp\16 Trowbridge Dr Vintage Auto Storage & Restoration Serv from 27,755 to 47,431 SF w
3 Additions on 4.956 acre BHD revew 062426



a Pit Stops Fact Sheet

Potential Environmental Impacts

Used Oil

Used oil does not break down easily in the environment and can contain toxic chemicals and
heavy metals. If spilled on the ground, poured down storm drains or disposed of with trash, it
can pollute surface water or groundwater.

®  One gallon of used oil can pollute 1 million gallons of
fresh water — a year’s supply for fifty people.

® Used oil can foul sewage treatment processcs.

= Because of its properties, a cup of oil can spread a very
thin sheen over more than an acre of calm water.

® An oil sheen can block sunlight, impair photosynthesis
and prevent the replenishment of dissolved oxygen,
which leads to fish kills.

H Improper used oil storage: leaking
Legal ReqUIrements unlabeled drums on the ground.

¢ Used oil includes crankcase (engine) oil, brake fluid,
automatic transmission fluid, power steering fluid, liquid and semi-solid gear, chain, and ball
bearing lubricants, and hydraulic fluid. Used oils can be mixed and managed together.

¢ Materials that contain or are contaminated with used oil can also fall under the definition of
used oil, such as used oil filters, oily rags and wipers, used absorbents, and oily wastewater.

¢ Used oil is a regulated waste in Connecticut [RCSA Section 22a-449(c)-119 and 40 CFR 279],
and must be recycled (includes burming for energy recovery) [RCSA Section 22a-24[b-

2(a)(1)}0)].

¢ Used oil is not considered hazardous waste unless it is mixed with a hazardous waste such as
a chlorinated solvent. If used oil has been mixed with a hazardous waste, see Appendix A for
more information on hazardous waste determinations and proper storage and disposal
requirements.

If the used oil does not test positive for hazardous waste, the options for management are:

» COLLECT, TEST, HAUL

1. Collect and store used oil in a secure collection tank or drum, separate from other
wastes (proper storage described below).

2. Test the used oil for total halogen content (see Appendix A). Maintain records on site.
3. Contract with a permitted waste oil transporter to haul oil to a permitted recycling
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facility. Commercial haulers of such used oil must be permitted to transport used oil
in Connecticut. Go to DEEP website for a list of transporters or call DEEP’s

OR

Waste Bureau at 866-424-4193.

» COLLECT, TEST, BURN

1.

Collect and store used oil in a
secure collection tank or drum,
separate from other wastes
(proper storage described below).

Test the used oil for total halogen

If you have questions on burning used oil at your
facility, contact DEEP’s Waste Engineering and
Enforcement Division at 888-424-4193 and the
Bureau of Air Management 860-424-4152.

content (see Appendix A). Maintain records on site.

Bum the used oil in space heaters for energy recovery (i.e., to heat your shop).
Used oil heaters must be designed for that purpose and
have a maximum design capacity of not more than 0.5 million BTUs per hour;

and

vent combustion gases outside the building; and
burn only used oil that you generate or that you have collected from your do-

it-yourself oil changers.

What are the requirements for Used Oil Storage?

¢

Any storage tank or container for used oil must be on a base that is sufficiently impervious to
prevent spills or leaks from reaching soil, groundwater, or surface waters [RCSA Sections 22a-
449(c)-100(c)(31) and 22a-449(c)-119(b)(2)(A) and (B)]. A base is considered to be sufficiently

impervious if it is:

» Free of gaps, cracks, and areas of bare earth;

» Capable of containing spills (i.e., used oil does not

leak or penetrate through it);

» Is not damaged or degraded by contact with used
oil (e.g., uncoated asphalt, which will soften and
degrade when exposed to used oil for long

periods); and,

% Free of floor drains, catch basins, or other similar
structures that would allow used oil to escape to the

environment.

Double-walled above ground storage tank

In addition to having an impervious surface as described above, any storage tank or container
that is located outdoors must be provided with secondary containment [RCSA Sections 22a-
449(c)-100(c)(31) and 22a-449(c)-119(b)(2XA), (C), and (D)].

Examples of secondary containment for containers would include berms or walls, and
specially-designed secondary containment pallets (available through industrial supply
companies). Examples of secondary containment for tanks would include berms or walls,
and double-walled tanks.

Label the tank or container “Used Oil” [40 CFR 279.22(c)].

Use a permitted waste oil transporter to haul the oil to a treatment facility for processing
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[CGS Section 22a-454],
¢ Keep results of used oil testing for at least 3 years [RCSA Section 22a-449(c)-119(b)(1)(C)].

¢ Prepare a Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasures (SPCC) Plan if you store more
than 1,320 gallons of used (or new) oil. Containers of less than 55 gallons are exempt. [40
CFR 112.1]. See the SPCC Plans Fact Sheet for more information.

How should Used Oil Absorbent Material and Filters be disposed?

¢ Matenials that contain or are contaminated with used oil can also fall under the definition of
used oil. The most common of these materials are used oil absorbent pads, socks, mats, rags
and wipers, and loosc absorbents (such as kitty litter, speedi-dry, and sawdust).

¢ If the used oil absorbent material is
» dripping with used oil, manage as used oil. (See Used Qil Fact Sheet.)

» contaminated with used oil, but not dripping, perform a hazardous waste
determination. If not hazardous, manage as Connecticut-regulated waste. If
hazardous, manage as hazardous waste. (See Appendix A for more information.)

¢ Oil filters are regulated as used oil and cannot be thrown in the trash unless they have been
punctured and hot drained for 24 hours.

Are there any more requirements?

¢ Air conditioning systems may also generate used oils that are contaminated with refrigerants
(such as Freon™). This type of used oil must be recycled for its Freon™ content. See the
Refrigerants (CFCs) fact sheet for more information.

+ Spills of used oil {or any other petroleum liquids, chemicals, or hazardous waste) must
immediately be reported via DEEP’s 24-hour spill reporting number: 860-424-3338 or §
866-DEP-SPIL. '

¢ If only used oil generated on-site is stored in the tank or container, no state permits are
nceded to install an above ground collection tank, but check with your municipality because
local permits might be needed.

+ DEEP discourages installation of new underground storage tanks (UST) for used oil. Since
November 1985, it has been illegal to install any nonresidential UST or component that is not
either fiberglass-reinforced plastic (i.e., noncorrosive) or has a manufacturer-applied anti-
corrosive coating and cathodic protection. On or after October 1, 2003, any tank or
component installed must be of double-walled construction with continuous interstitial
monitoring. See the Petroleum Storage Fact Sheet for more information.

For more information on management of used oil, go to DEEP’s Used Oil webpage.
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Legal References

e Items to be recycled - RCSA Section 22a-241b-2(a}(1}(O)

e Standards for the Management of Used QOil - RCSA Section 22a-449(c)-119

o Used oil generators, record retention - RCSA Section 22a-449(¢)-119(b)}{1XC)
¢ Sufficiently impervious definition - RCSA Sections 22a-449(c)-100(c)(31)

o Secondary containment - RCSA 223-449(c)-119(b)}2)(A), (C). and (D)

Oil Pollution Prevention - 40 CFR 112.1

Standards for the Management of Used Oil - 40 CFR 279

Used oil storage - 40 CFR 279.22(c)

Permits, waste oil transporters - CGS Section 22a-454

Best Management Practices

* Do not mix used oil with anything else, such as chlorinated solvents, or expose oil to
electrical contact, brake, or carburetor cleaner which can
contaminate used oil while in an engine. Doing so will result in
the need to perform a hazardous waste determination on the used
oil mixture to establish whether or not the mixture must be
managed as a hazardous waste. '

% Purchase a non-spill vacuum-type system for spill-proof oil
changes.

* Bum your used oil in a used oil fuel space heater. This is also a
cost saving measure that eliminates the cost of waste oil
removal.

* Recycle used oil filters as scrap metal. Puncture and hot drain
them for 24 hours first. The drained oil should be managed as
used oil. If you generate large numbers of filters, consider
purchasing a filter crusher. Vacuum-type drain system

% Use oil absorbent materials to clean up small drips and spills.

* Locate any outdoor used oil storage tanks or containers in a fenced area, which will help
prevent unauthorized access or vandalism, minimize possibility of fire or explosion and
accidental release of oil to the environment.

* Lock the tank’s or the container’s fill spout when not in use.

* Provide a roof over outdoor tanks or containers to protect the secondary containment from
filling up with rainwater, which may overflow - potentially contaminating the runoff.

* Visually inspect the tank or container on a weekly basis for leaks or malfunctions. Maintain
written inspection records.

* Instruct all employees who handle used oil on the proper operation and management of the
oil storage area. Assign one person the responsibility for monitoring oil storage.
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* If providing a collection tank or container for used oil from do-it-yourselfers, clearly label
the tanks or containers to indicate the importance that ONLY used oil be placed in the tank.
Remember that you’ll be responsible to pay for disposal of used oil that is contaminated with
hazardous waste.

* Keep records of used oil collection.

For more information, call DEEP’s Waste
Engineering and Enforcement Division at
888-424-4193.

Pollution Prevention Checklist

v Do you have oil absorbent materials readily available for use by your staff?

¥" Do you drain oils using a non-spill vacuum-type system?

Did You Know?

One gallon of used oil yields the same 2.5 quarts of lubricating oil as 42 gallons of
virgin crude oil. Re-refining used oil only requires 1/3 of the energy needed to refine
crude oil. :

DISCLAIMER: This guidance is a tool to help you evaluate compliance at your facility. It is
not a complete list of all regulations and requirements that may apply to your business. You are
responsible for knowing and complying with all updated applicable state, federal, local and tribal ;
requirements. Please be aware that environmental laws and regulations, as well as process
technology may have changed significantly since these were published. Please do not rely on
them for current information, but rather to provide background information.

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Office of Pollution
Prevention, 860-424-3297. Published 2014, Links updated January 2023
Vehicle Repair and Body Shops P2 Fact Sheet Index
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==
a Pit Stops Fact Sheet
Body Repair and Painting Operations

Potential Environmental Impacts

Auto body repair and painting have potential air and water
quality impacts. Styrene is the main reactive component of
body filler (often referred to as Bondo™) prior to being
mixed with hardener. Styrene is toxic to aquatic organisms,
is listed as state and federal hazardous air pollutant, and is a
possible carcinogen. The dust resulting from the sanding of
body filler is not toxic, but should be swept or vacuumed up.

Most paints and solvents contain volatile organic compounds
(VOCs) that evaporate quickly and are ignitable. Many
paints are also toxic. When released to the atmosphere,
VOCs combine with combustion emissions of nitrogen -
oxides (NOx) to form ground level ozone, which damages Vent design could cause odors

. to reach neighboring property
lungs and degrades many materials.

What about Portable Refinishing?

Automotive refinishing utilizing a van or truck is just another form of an auto body repair
shop. The fact that it is portable does not lessen the responsibility of the dealership or of
the owner or operator of the portable refinishing operation. By allowing this activity, the
dealership becomes liable for any air pollution violations that occur at their facility. Ideally,
paint repair should be done in a shop environment with environmental controls in place
along with proper record keeping in order demonstrating compliance. In addition, any
wastes generated during this work must be properly contained, collected and disposed of
by the owner or operator of the portable refinishing operation.

Legal Requirements

¢ The legal requirements that apply to automotive refinishing operations are dependent
upon the total number of gallons of VOC-containing paint and solvents used in any
twelve (12) month period. Automotive refinishers can 1) limit usage of VOC-containing
paints and solvents to less than 2,000 gallons in any 12-month pericd and operate in
accordance with RCSA Section 22a-174-3b or 2) limit their annual purchasc of VOC-
containing paints and solvents to less than 1000 gallons and operate in accordance with
RCSA 22a-174-3c (see below for requirements for these options). Alternatively, if a
facility does not limit its usage, it must obtain an individual permit from DEEP [RCSA
22a-174-3a.
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1. RCSA Section 22a-174-3b

» The total amount VOC containing paints and solvents
used at the premises must not exceed 2,000 gallons in
any consecutive 12-month period.

» Paints and coatings must be applied by high volume
low pressure spray equipment (HVLP guns),
electrostatic application equipment, or any other
application method that has a manufacturer’s
guaranteed transfer efficiency of at least 65%.

» Spray operations must take place in an enclosed area.
If a spray booth is used, it must have particulate
control equipment that is operated and maintained in
good working condition.

Using HLVP spray gun in booth

> Application equipment must be cleaned in a device or
system that remains closed when not in use.

» New and used paints and solvents must be stored in nonabsorbent, non-leaking
containers which must be kept closed except when being filled or emptied.

> Absorbent applicators (such as cloth and paper) moistened with paints or solvents
must be stored in a closed, non-absorbent, non-leaking container.

»  You must keep records of the amount of paint and solvent used, in gallons, for each
month and each 12-month rolling aggregate. These records must be kept for a
minimum of 5 years and be available for inspection by DEEP.

2. RCSA Section 22a-174-3¢

» The total amount of all VOC containing paints and solvents (including clean-up
and parts washer materials) purchased for the facility must not exceed 1,000
gallons in any calendar year.

» You must maintain purchase records to demonstratc compliance with this limit.

» These records must be kept for a minimum of 5 years and be available for
inspection by DEEP.

Note: The additional requirements under RCSA Section 22a-174-3b (such as using HVLP
guns and keeping containers closed) are good operating practices to follow even if you
choose to manage your operation under RCSA Section 22a-174-3¢. Automotive refinishing
operations are also subject to the National Emission Standard for Hazardous Air Pollutants
(NESHAP), which went into effect on January 10, 2011. It has many of the same
requirements, but also includes an Initial Notification to U.S. EPA. [Title 40 Code of Federal
Regulations Part 63 Subpart HHHHH]. Summary

¢ Odors: There are regulations covering emission of odors to the extent that they constitute
a nuisance — by being injurious to public health or welfare, or unreasonably interfering
with the enjoyment of life or the use of property [RCSA Sectign 22a-174-23(a)]. Odors from
auto refinishing operations can be minimized by properly exhausting the spray booth.

Page 2 of 4



¢ Overspray: Proper controls (such as filters) should be used to capture any overspray

from painting operations so that it does not diminish the health, safety or enjoyment of
people using a building or structure located beyond the property boundary. [RCSA Section
22a-174-18 (c) ().

Refinishing Wastes: You must determine if your vehicle refinishing wastes (including
leftover paints, unused body filler, spray gun solvents, rags, paint booth filters and paint-
related debris) or any materials used to clean a spill, are hazardous [40 CFR 262.11; RCSA
Section 22a-449(¢)-102(a)(2)(A)]. See Appendix A for more information on hazardous
waste determinations and proper storage and disposal requirements.

VOC Content: The U.S. EPA has a rule that limits the VOC content of all vchicle-
refinishing coatings. Although these lower VOC paints are more expensive to buy, they
provide better coverage and this can translate into significant overall savings. The
manufacturer’s guidelines for proper mixing and application techniques should be
followed to avoid inferior finishes that exceed the VOC standards.

For more information about air emission requirements, contact DEEP’s Bureau of Air
Management at 860-424-4152.

Legal References

Permit to Construct and Operate Stationary Sources - RCSA 22a-174-3a

Exemptions from - RCSA Section 22a-174-3b

Limitations on potential to emit - RCSA Section 22a-174-3¢

Control of particulate matter and visible emissions - RCSA Section 22a-174-18 {c) {2)
Control of odors - RCSA Section 22a-174-23(a),

Standards Applicable to Generators of Hazardous Waste - RCSA Section 223-449(¢)-102
Hazardous Waste Determination - 40 CFR 262.11

Best Management Practices

* Dust, sand, grit or other material from sanding of body filler or grinding of parts should be

swept or vacuumed at least once per day and immediately prior to floor washing.

* Train employees to use spray equipment with high transfer efficiency.

Limit the amount of leftover paint and decrease solvent use by using a smaller paint spray
gun cup.

Used solvent can be reused for initial rinse-out of spray gun. Reuse solvents and thinners
by draining the clean product off the top once solids settle out.

If your facility utilizes an electrostatic eliminator containing radioactive material, ensure
personnel are trained in the proper use of this equipment and that the source of radiation
does not become exposed. When they are no longer needed, electrostatic eliminators
containing radioactive material must either be returned to the manufacturer or properly
disposed of in accordance with the manufacturer’s directions.
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* Use a commercial car wash if your facility is not equipped with a properly permitted wash
bay. See the Shop Wastewater fact sheet for more information.

Pollution Prevention Checklist

¥’ Is your staff trained in the use of spray equipment with high transfer efficiency such as
HVLP spray guns?
¥ Do you reuse solvents and thinners by draining the clean product off the top?

Did You Know?

Using higher efficiency spray equipment such as HVLP guns can reduce
overspray by 25% to 50%.

DISCLAIMER: This guidance is a tool to help you evaluate compliance at your facility. It is
not a complete list of all regulations and requirements that may apply to your business. You are
responsible for knowing and complying with all updated applicable state, federal, local and
tribal requirements. Please be aware that environmental laws and regulations, as well as process
technology may have changed significantly since these were published. Please do not rely on
them for current information, but rather to provide background information.

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Office of Pollution
Prevention, 860-424-3297. Published 2014, Links updated January 2023
Vehicle Repair and Body Shops P2 Fact Sheet Index
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Pit Stop Fact Sheet
Shop Wastewater

Potential Environmental Impacts

Vehicle maintenance wastewater is floor washdown
and incidental drippage from vehicles as a result of
routine servicing operations, washing vehicle
exteriors or steam cleaning engines, or vehicle
dismantling or crushing. It may contain chemicals
such as oils, degreasers, gasoline, diesel fuel,
detergents, heavy metals and antifreeze. In some
instances it may contain solvents. If discharged
through a dry well or septic system to the ground,
these chemicals may render drinking water supplies
unfit for human consumption, If discharged directly
or indirectly to surface water these chemicals can be Shop wastewater directed outside
toxic to fish and other aquatic life. is an illegal discharge.

Legal Requirements

¢ [If your facility has floor drains, they must connect to either 1) a sewer line that connects to a
sewage treatment plant or, 2) a holding tank. If you do not know where your floor drains
lead, the building plans that you have or that are on file at the town hall may show locations
of drain discharges. Floor drains must not discharge to a septic system, a drywell, or a storm
sewer.

¢ A permit is required if your facility has floor drains [CGS Section 22a-430]. If you meet the
conditions listed below, you may qualify for the Non-Significant Industrial User General
Permit (“Non-SIU General Permit™).

> The facility discharges no more than an average of 25,000 gallons per day of vehicle
maintenance wastewater.

» All vehicle maintenance wastewater must be treated using an oil/water separator, with the
exception of discharges from small autobody repair or small volume vehicle detailing
facilities, as defined in the Non-SIU General Permit.

» Vehicle maintenance wastewater must discharge either through a sewer line to a sewage
treatment plant or to a holding tank. If the holding tank is installed, you must have a
permitted transporter haul the wastewater to a sewage treatment plant that is properly
permitted to accept vehicle maintenance wastewater. A list of permitted transporters can
be found on DEEP’s website.

» Vehicles must be washed, steam-cleaned and/or serviced within a roofed structure
constructed to keep vehicle wastewater separate from stormwater.
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» The oil/water separator must be inspected at least twice per year. A log of these
inspections must be kept at the facility. The separator must be cleaned out as often as
necessary to assure effective operation.

» Oil, water and grit removed from the oil/water separator must be sent to a facility that is
pemmitted to accept such wastes. In addition, the waste must be picked up and hauled to
this facility by a permitted transporter. See the Used Oil Fact Sheet for additional
requirements on the management of this waste.

» If vehicle wastewater is collected in a holding tank, the wastewater must be picked up by
a permitted transporter and brought to a facility that is permitted to accept it. If the
facility that you send your wastewater to is a used oil recycler, you must also manage
your wastewater under the used oil requirements. (See the Used Oil Fact Sheet for more
information on these requirements.) '

» Chemical liquids, such as oil or petroleum, antifreeze, paints, degreasers (both solvent
and aqueous based), and rust proofing compounds, should be stored and disposed of in
accordance with all state and federal requirements. Proper precautions should be taken so
that these liquids do not end up discharging into floor drains or outside of the facility.
(See Appendix A for waste management and disposal requirements.) -

If your facility discharges greater than an average of 25,000 gallons per day of process
wastewater, you are not eligible for coverage under the Non-SIU General Permit.

Visit the Pretreatment Program Webpage for guidance on pretreatment permitting options, copies
of the general permit, Notification Form link and additional Pretreatment Program information or
call DEEP’s Water Permitting and Enforcement Division at 860-424-3025.

Legal References
e Permits - CGS Section 22a-430

Best Management Practices

*  Adopt a dry shop goal. Keep your shop floor dry and clean.

1. Clean snow and ice off of the top of vehicles before bringing them inside.

2. Prevent spills from ever reaching the floor by using appropriate equipment; such as
funnel drum covers and overhead fluid delivery systems.

3. Sweep or vacuum floors often.

4. Make sure mechanics carry rags so that small spills can be wiped dry when they
occur.

5. Never hose down your work area.

* Consider sealing your shop floor with epoxy or other suitable sealant so spills won't be
absorbed and clean-ups will be quicker. It can reduce the liability for a clean-up of a
contaminated shop floor and soil below.

* If it becomes necessary to wash the floor, use only the quantity of water nceded to produce
the appropriate level of cleanliness. Direct all wastewater to a properly permitted floor drain
(see Legal Requirements section above). Flushing floor wastes outside constitutes an illegal
discharge.
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*  Always use self-closing faucets and nozzles to ensure no source is left running or unattended.
Post this notice by all sinks and drains — “Do not pour any vehicle fluids, paints, solvents, or
other wastes down sinks or drains.” : :

* If your vehicle maintenance wastewater is collected in a
holding tank and hauled to a permitted facility, you can
reduce your costs by segregating the regulated vehicle
maintenance wastewater from “household” type
wastewater. Wastewater from bathrooms and cafeterias
can be discharged to a septic system.

% Only use absorbents like speedi-dry or "kitty litter" when
the spill cannot be cleaned with shop rags, dedicated mops,

or squecgees. Use absorbent pads and mats to prevent '
large spills from spreading and entering floor drains. Sealed floor drain—spill should be
Sce the Rags and Absorbents Fact Sheet on how to cleaned up immediately so that material

properly manage spent absorbents.

doesn’t get tracked outside the building.

% Clean up spills immediately so that the spilled material does not get tracked outside the
building.

* A permanently sealed floor drain should first have a plumber’s plug inserted inside the drain.
Concrete should then be poured on top of the plumber’s plug.

Pollution Prevention Checklist

Do you have a goal of keeping your shop floor 100% dry?

Did You Know?

Currently over two million Connecticut residents rely on groundwater as their
source of drinking water.

DISCLAIMER: This guidance is a tool to help you evaluate compliance at your facility. It is
not a complete list of all regulations and requirements that may apply to your business. You are
responsible for knowing and complying with all updated applicable state, federal, local and tribal
requirements. Please be aware that environmental laws and regulations, as well as process
technology may have changed significantly since these were published. Please do not rely on
them for current information, but rather to provide background information.

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Office of Pollution Prevention, 360-424-
3297. Published 2014, Content updated November 2025 Vehicle Repair and Body Shops P2 Fact Sheet Index
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