PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
Bethel Municipal Center, 1 School Street
Bethel, Connecticut 06801 Telephone: (203) 794-8501

REGULAR MEETING m= 8
Thursday, December 12, 2024 e s
3:30 p.m.

Meeting held in Meeting Room A and via Google Meet

Present: First Selectman Daniel Carter, Selectman Bryan Terzian, Commissioner Deno Gualtieri, and
Commissioner Peter Valenti. Also in attendance, Public Utilities Director Thomas Villa, Utility
Supervisor Kelly Curtis, Comptroller Brad Heering, Melanie O’Brien, and Mariusz Jedrychowski.

Absent: Selectman Richard Straiton

Call to Order: First Selectman Carter called the Regular Meeting to order at 3:31 p.m. and led the
Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Input: None
Correspondence: None

Approval of the 2025 Public Utilities Commission Meeting Schedule:

First Selectman Carter went over the 2025 schedule with the commission. Discussion ensued.

First Selectman Carter made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Valenti, to approve the
Approval of the 2025 Public Utilities Commission Meeting Schedule as Read. Vote, All in Favor, Motion
Approved.

Minutes:

Meeting Minutes from Regular Meeting of November 14, 2024:

First Selectman Carter made a motion, which was seconded by Selectman Terzian, to approve the
minutes from the Regular Meeting of November 14, 2024. Vote, All in Favor, Motion Approved.

Financials:
Financial Report: Comptroller B. Heering reviewed the Financial Report, dated November 30, 2024,
with the Commission. Discussion ensued.

2. Invoices:

Invoices for PUC Approval - Regular Meeting December 12, 2024

%
. Vendor Inv. Date Inv. # Amount Complete Description Account
Kovacs 69.62% Water Dept.
1| construction | 12/01/24 19 $293,906.21 as of Bergstrom WellWTP |  #0240235-
12/1/24 5405
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Weston & 55497 35 Professional Services Sewer Dept,

2 — 12/11/24 | 12240251 $33,340.80 of SSES Sub Area 13 #0340235-
P 12/12/24 5405

) . 95.96% Water Dept.

3 Wr'iqtozfrce 12/10/24 | 240582 $2,164.47 as of S\g/:éirjysirge #0240235-
11/29/24 P& 5405

Wright-Pierce 7.5 BergStro\/rvne'I:IIEId rest Water Dept.

4 g 12/04/24 240179 $29,677.61 as of . #0240235-
#1024 11/29/24 Construction 5405

Administration
TOTAL: $359,089.09

First Selectman Carter made a motion, which was seconded by Selectman Terzian, to approve the
invoices, dated December 12, 2024, in the amount of $359,089.09, as submitted. Vote, All in Favor,
Motion Approved.

New Business:

1,

Preliminary Letter Application Sewer Extension Request (Section 4-2 Sewer Rules &
Regulations):

Utilities Director Villa went over the sewer extension request for 53 Taylor Avenue, which is
within the sewer service area, with the commission. Currently, the Town’s existing sewer and
water lines end at 49 Taylor Avenue. This would be approximately 700 ft of sewer extension
being requested. 53 Taylor Avenue is proposed to be a residential apartment complex. Our 2009
Sewer Regulations indicate that first an applicant must come in with a preliminary letter
application for sewer extension. The Public Utilities Commission would then make a referral to
Planning and Zoning for a Connecticut Statute 8-24 review. Upon receipt back of the Planning
and Zoning report on the Connecticut Statute 8-24, the Public Utilities Commission would make
a decision on the preliminary extension application. Discussion ensued.

First Selectman Carter made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Valenti, to make a
8-24 Referral to Planning and Zoning for a Report Regarding a Sewer Main Extension Request.
Discussion ensued. Vote, All in Favor, Motion Approved.

Water Extension Request (per Water Regulations and Water Extension Policy):

Utilities Director Villa went over the rules and regulations for a water main extension request
with the commission. The Town approved a policy approximately in the year 2019 indicating that
the developer would be responsible for the funding of the water main expansion, this is true for
sewer main expansions as well. Discussion ensued.

First Selectman Carter made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Valenti, to make a
8-24 Referral to Planning and Zoning for a Report Regarding a Water Main Extension Request
as Discussed. Vote, All in Favor, Motion Approved.

Director’s Report: Ultilities Director Villa went over with the commission:

We completed our DPH Sanitary Survey in November. We were noted with one significant
deficiency which has been rectified.

Dam inspections, which is due every two years, is due for 2024. An Engineer from Wright Pierce
completed about a month ago and the final report is anticipated to be submitted to DEEP soon.
We sent out Lead and Copper Rule letters to residents with either galvanized iron service pipes or
“unknown” status to get in touch with us. To date, there have been 137 customer service lines
inspected with 17 services to be galvanized iron and no lead customer service lines have been
found.

Sewer allocation summary was submitted. Discussion ensued.

The last Bethel property on Wooster Street, addressed 15 Great Pasture Road, Danbury CT, has
about two acres of land within Bethel. At one point, the sewer line at the Town line was extended
to this property. The addition that was built on that property was connected to Bethel’s sewer
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system with the remaining building on a septic tank within Danbury. No records of an approved
connection has been found as of yet. The current owner is now requesting to have the entire
property connected to Bethel’s sewer system. Discussion ensued.

First Selectman Carter made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Gualtieri, to give
Utilities Director Tom Villa the Authority to get the Discussed Property on the Bethel Billing
System to be Able to Collect Money for Usage. Vote, Selectman Terzian abstained, All the rest of
the board voted in favor, Motion Approved.

Discussion ensued.

First Selectman Carter made a motion to reconsider the previous motion, which was seconded by
Commissioner Valenti. Vote, All in Favor to reconsider the previous motion. Motion Approved.
Original Motion Failed unanimously.

OIld Business:

MIU Replacements:
Utility Supervisor Kelly Curtis reported that we were down to about 160 MIU replacements left.

PUC Capital Project Status Summary: Director Villa reported the following:

Bergstrom: 70% of the project is paid out. Work being done include but is not limited to: prep concrete
pads for propane tanks and generator installed, fire sprinkler piping installed, electrical gear installed, and
a gas line was put in.

Mariusz Jedrychowski of Wright-Pierce reported that substantial completion is forecasted to be done by
April of 2025 with a projected final completion date of June of 2025. Mariusz Jedrychowski went over
with the commission the budget of the remaining construction admin work with the commission.
Discussion ensued.

First Selectman Carter made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Gualtieri, to approve to
Develop an Amendment for an RPR Inspection of Services to Cover us Through the Substantial
Completion Date of April 1, 2025. Vote, All in Favor, Motion Approved.

PFAS Class Action Update:
No new information to report

Utility Supervisor’s Report: Utilities Supervisor Kelly Curtis reported the following:

e  As of this month we have had no leaks.

e No sewer back-ups have occurred.

e We have been working on MIU’s and have about 10 pits left.

e Service order for South Street pump station for the deterioration of the impellers.

e Communication issues between South Street pump station and Chestnut Ridge tank.

e Plumtrees has two brand new pumps that have been installed leaving us with one spare pump for
emergency usage.

e Second pump failed at the Summit; new pump is being installed next week.

e Maintainers: We are down one maintainer due to medical issues. A new hire is expected to start
in the next few weeks.

e We did not have to supply Danbury with water when they had a main break.

Adjourn: As there was no further business on the agenda, Commissioner Valenti made a motion, which
was seconded by First Selectman Carter, to adjourn the meeting at 4:49 p.m. Vote, All in Favor, Motion
Unanimously Approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Kelsey Carovillano
Recording Secretary
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