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RECEIVED
MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING NOV 1 2007
BETHEL POLICE COMMISSION

WEDNESDAY NOV 19 2007 TOWN OF BETHEL
BETHEL POLICE DEPARTMENTCONFERENCE ROOM TOWN CLERK

ATTENDING CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS ELLIS
COMMISSIONER ANDREW MATTURRO

COMMISSIONER CHRIS McCOLLAM
COMMISSIONER EDWARD ROBINSON
CHIEF JEFFREY W FINCH

ABSENT COMMISSIONER HUGO GRECO

Chairman Nicholas Ellis opened the meeting at 500pm
This special meeting replaces the scheduled 112107 meeting on account

of Thanksgiving holiday travel

General Public Comments
None Bill Ochs elected Police Commissioner the replacement for

Edward Robinson was in attendance

2 Review of Past Minutes Oct 25 2007

For the record Chairman Ellis stated that an aforementioned

grievance has not materialized

Motion by Comm Matturro to accept the minutes of102507
seconded by Comm McCollam unanimous

3 Budget Report
Overtime is down slightly according to Chief Finch although still
considerable Motion by Chairman Ellis to accept the budget
report seconded by Comm McCollam unanimous

4 Old Business

a Monthly reports
The Commission considered the reports Comm McCollam asked
about the level of Communications staffing Chief Finch reported
that an 8th dispatcher has been hired and is currently in training
The 9th is still to be hired Even then overtime will continue due to

vacations sick days and such Chairman Ellis asked about third

shift staffing levels Chief Finch will look into this Police officer
candidate FrankOFarrell due to graduate from the Academy Dec

8th will report the following day to his Army unit before shipping out



to Iraq There will be a test on Dec 1St for new officer candidates
Chief Finch will look into staffing levels to determine whether the
Department is one or two officers short The Chief also noted that
once someone is hired it takes ten months before Academy and
field training is complete and the person is able to work by
themself Motion by Chairman Ellis to accept the monthly reports
as presented seconded by Comm McCollam unanimous

b Traffic light at Whittlesey and Plumtrees
Comm McCollam has determined from the Town Engineer that the
cost associated with the traffic light at Whittlesey and Plumtrees is

included in the overall project Currently minor changes are being
made in the plans before they come before the Police Commission
Motion by Comm McCollam that this matter be tabled once again
until the next meeting seconded by Comm Robinson unanimous

c Blackman Ave no thru trucks
The Department of Transportation is reviewing the application for
No Thru Trucks on Blackman Ave

5 New Business

a Site Plan 80 South St
In his letter Capt Cedergren described this property at the corner of

South and Taylor as being a single family dwelling conversion
There will be three residential units parking behind with the barn
on the property being removed There will be no significant
increase in traffic Motion by Comm Matturro to accept Capt
Cedergrensletter and forward it to Planning and Zoning seconded
by Comm Robinson unanimous

b Grand St

Chief Finch stated that Lt Dickinsons study of the parking situation
on Grand St recommended no parking signs be moved closer to
the intersection resulting in one or two additional parking spaces
The original request for road markings next to the Grand St

driveway of 219 Greenwood Av was considered exceptional for
this street type so is not recommended at this time Comm
McCollam the originator of the request stressed that the mixed
use residentialcommercialzone results in heavy truck traffic The

sight line problem because of the way people park creates

difficulty in getting in and out of lots Marked spaces would allow
for legitimate enforcement This is primarily a residential area and

lining streets can cause a loss of spaces according to Chief Finch
Motion by Comm McCollam to accept Lt Dickinsons report to move

the Grand St signs seconded by Comm Robinson unanimous
Chief Finch will discuss the previously approved lining of

Elizabeth St with Lt Dickinson



c Budget 2008
A budget subcommittee made up of Chairman Ellis Comms
McCollam and Matturro will work with Chief Finch in finalizing a

budget to be presented to the Board of Finance

6 Correspondence
None

ChiefsResort

a CALEA
The Chief reported that accreditation was conferred upon the
Department in Colorado last week by the Commission on

Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies Inc This will be
detailed in a future press release The next three years are critical
in documenting timed reports on a monthly basis so accreditation
can be renewed

b OFarrell Iraq
Officer candidate FrankOFarrell has been ordered to report for
duty in Iraq with his Army unit December 9th the day after he
graduates from the Academy

Other items discussed were explosive test kits a car returned to its
owner for1000 received as part of asset forfeiture a Department
holiday greeting recorded in Putnam Park by Channel 3 selective
enforcement

8 Commissioner Comments
Chairman Ellis thanked Comm Ed Robinson for all his years of
service to the Commission and the Town of Bethel and in his

capacity as police officer and Fire Marshal Comm McCollam
seconded this noting that Comm Robinson came back after
retirement Chief Finch expressed gratitude for his police and fire
service Comm Matturro reflected these same views

Comm Matturro detailed his observations of the radar trailer
Drivers according to Comm Matturro deliberately speed up when

approaching the display trying with their elevated speed to get the
units strobes to flash The commissioner suggested positioning an

officer in such a way as to intercept these drivers so they never

again in the future can assume that the unit is unmanned

At 550 motion by Chairman Ellis to adjourn seconded by Comm
McCollam unanimous



Re pec Ily Su fitted

Ferdinand Miller Jr

Secretary


