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Meeting
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PRESENT

WilliamKingston Chairman
J

Philip

Gallagher

PatriciaSmithwick
Eileen

Freebairn Claudia Stephan
Gary

Reganand
Timothy
Draper

Also
in

attendance

were

Comptroller
Robert

Kozlowski

First

Selectman KnickerbockerSelectman

Straiton

Selectman

SzatkowskiTown

CounselMartin
J

Lawlor

and

Treasurer

Thomas

O
Leary

William

Kingstoncalled the
Special

Meetingto
order

at6
30

p m1

Introduction

Dr
Kevin

JSmith
Superintendent

of

SchoolsLawrence
Craybas

Chairman
of

the

Board
of

Education

Dr

Kevin
Smith

Superintendentof
Schools

and
Theresa

Yonsky

Directorof
Fiscal

Services
for
the

Board
of

Education

were
present attonight
s

meeting

Dr
Smith

beganas
Superintendent
of

Bethelschools
on

February

ls
All

welcomedhim
aboard

2
Consideration

of
proposal

for
establishing

Boardof
Education

Unexpended

Funds
Account Connecticut

GeneralStatutes10
248a

Recent
legislation

providesthe abilityfor
Boards
ofEducation tohavean

account

which

can

holdunexpended
funds

from

a

fiscalyear
These

typically

would

befundsbudgetedbut

not

spent
in

anygivenyear
for

avariety
of

reasons

The

amount

cannot
exceed

one

per

cent

ofthe
total

budgeted

appropriation

foreducation
This

account

wouldhaveto
be

established bythe

Board

of

Finance

Ifthisfund
were

createdany
BoardofEducation

funds
budgetedbut
not

used

wouldgo
intothisaccountratherthanbackto

the
fund

balanceTownCounselMartinJ

Lawlor

hadprepared
a

proposed

resolution

forthe
creation

of

this

accountby
the

Board

of

FinanceIt
contains

provisions

for

the
establishment

timeframes

use

ofthe
fundsmonitoring

etcBoard
of

Finance

memberswanted

timetoreview
the

proposed resolution
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After discussion J Philip Gallagher made a motion which was seconded

by
Timothy
Draper
to

tablethistopic
Vote

all

in
favormotion

unanimously

approved3FY
2012 2013BUDGET
PRESENTATIONS

BY DEPARTMENT700
p
m

First
SelectmanKnickerbocker
advised

that

he

has
again

this
year

requested

department
heads

toprepare
budgetsthatreflect

theneeds
ofthedepartments

andthat
these

requests

are
not

necessarily
therequeststhat

will

be
presented

by

the
Board

of

Selectmen

when
they complete

their

budget

deliberations
130 Town

Clerk

Requested

FY
2012 2013

218

378

Lisa
Bergh

Town

Clerkpresentedher
department

budgetrequestShe

notedan
increaseto

election
expense

duetoincreased

costs
forlegal

notices
andaddedexpenses

associatedwithelections
They

are continuingon
with

their quest
toscan

andre
indexall

records
made

possiblebyagrant
She

noted
a

reductioninthe
various

revenuescollected
by

her
office

140

AssessorRequestedFY
2012

2013 195738 Ann MarieHeeringAssessor
presented

herdepartment
budget

request

She

noted
that

again

this

yearshe
was

requesting

afull

time
employee

advising

thatthey
can

t
complete

the

work

without
theadded

help
Sheadvisedthat

sheistrying acostsaving
measurewhich

istosend
out

apost
card

to
personal

property

accounts
with

a
linktothe

forms
necessaryfor

them

to
complete

andreturn
to

the

Assessors
office

This

will
save

postage and
printingcosts150

TaxCollector
Requested

FY
2012

2013
185

144Ann Scacco

Tax

Collector
presented

her

department

budget

request
She

noted

that

tax

collections
are

strongover
99
she

held a
successful

taxsalewhich

resulted

in
significant

back
tax

revenue

two
ofher

staff
arepaidthrough

the
utility

departmentbudget
She

did

note
anincrease

to

postagedue

tothe
rise

in

postage
rates
She

also
reported

10000in

delinquent

motorvehicle
fee

revenue thatoffsets the
cost

of

the motorvehicle
reporting

She

urged thecontinued
funding
of
duesandeducation astherearecontinuingchanges
to

state
statutes

and
lawsthat
her
office

must

abideby
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180 Building Department Requested FY 20122013 209933

Gary Boughton

BuildingOfficial
presented

his

department

budget
request
He

notedthathewould
like

to
initiate

a
system

ofscanningdocuments
asthey

arebeinginundated
with

paperfiles
These

files

are

shared
by

many

of

the
town

regulatory

departments

Presently
they

have
over

30
file

cabinets
andunlessthe

document

scanning

is

initiated

will
require

more

200

Social
Services

RequestedFY
2012

20136026
Kathleen

Gillen
Social

Services

Director

presented

her
department

budget
request

She
noted

a

shift

in

fundsfrom
the

office

expense

to
the

emergency
fund She

requested
funds

be

restored
to

the
dues

and

educationaccount
as

there
is

notenough
funding

to

allow

for

attendance

at

many

important

seminars

lawsand
services

keep

changing

thatshe

must

be
awareof

330

Registrar

of

Voters

Requested
FY20122013

102

386
MaryOLeary

and

Mary
Legnard

Registrar

of

Voters

presented
thedepartmentbudget

request

They

noted

anincreasetotheir
accountone

of
thecontributors

to
thisincrease

is
thecost

of
tabulatormaintenance

at
200

per tabulator

They
havebudgetedfortwoprimariesapresidentialelectionandbudget

referendum405Intra
GovtSubsidiesVNA Requested

FY
2012

2013

377519Judith

MalinDirectorof

theVisiting

NurseAssociationpresentedtheVNA
requestshenoted

that
the

VNA

providemany servicesto
residentsincludingin home

patientcare

screeningclinicsfluclinicsimmunizationsetcTheyalso workwiththe Health

Departmenton
anasneededbasisandarepartof theEmergencyPreparedness Plan

Alsodiscussed
inthe405IntraGovernmentSubsidiesaccountis thecostfor HART

Busand
SweetHartBusserviceTherequesthasincreased

although
the

appropriationhadbeen
reduced

last

budget
year

TheSeniorCenterDirector

willbe
asked

to

provide

usage

information
on

the

SweetHartbusComptroller
Robert

Kozlowski advisedthathe
has

included

the

same

funding
request

for

the
Paramedic

Intercept
Currently

there

is

a

shortfall
in

this

account

At

the
present

time

a

RFP

is
being

prepared

which

hopefully

will
reduce

the

cost
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340 Boards Commissions Requested FY 20122013

113350Hilda

DeLucia Teen
Center

Director

alongwith Youth Commission

members

RobertKorin
and

Lisa

Bergh
presented
thebudgetrequestforthe

Teen

Center

They
noted

that
severalyearsago

the

budget

wasreducedandtheyareaskingforthe

funding
toberestoredTheTeenCenterDirector

is

asub
contractorand
provides

her

own

insurances

payroll

etc

thesecostscontinue
to

increase

The participationnumberof
programs
offeredby
the

Teen

Centerand
theactivityofthecentercontinueto

grow

100
Selectman

Requested

FY

2012
2013193103

First

Selectman
Knickerbocker

presented

the

budget
request

and
noted

that

there

wasnosignificant
changetothisrequest110TreasurerRequestedFY201220132593ComptrollerRobertKozlowskinotedanincreaseto

the
postageaccounttoreflecttheincreaseinpostagerates120FinanceRequestedFY20122013372914ComptrollerRobertKozlowskinotedseveralincreasestotheFinanceDepartmentbudget

request

for

postage

dues

and

education

and

the

cost

of

the

town
audit 160Legal
Requested

FY2012 2013
212 680ComptrollerRobert

Kozlowski
noted

nochange
tothis

accountLegal

fees
associated

with
work for

the

Public

Utilities

Commission

does

not

come

from

this

account

170

Probate

Requested

FY

2012

2013

5711

ComptrollerRobertKozlowskinotedthattherewasnochangetothisrequestBethelsharestheProbateCourtwithReddingNewtownandRidgefieldEachtownpaysaproportionalshareofthe

cost

to

runthecourt190
Data

Processing
Requested

FY2012
2013271468Comptroller

Robert

Kozlowski

noted

that

this

account
hasincreasedfivedifferentaccountshaveIT

related

items
which

weretransferredfromtheiraccountstothisaccountJPhilip
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Gallagher offered that he did not recall

approvinganemployee

with benefits
First

Selectman

Knickerbockeradvised thatthis

position

issubstantially
less

than

what
was
paidoutfortheconsultant

and

was

included
in

last
yearsbudget

210

Town

InsuranceRequestedFY20122013925990Comptroller

Robert
Kozlowskinoteda20increasetothe

workers

compensation
premiumbased
on

our

recent

history

and

that

ourbrokeris
currently

looking

at othercarriersto
see
abouta
better

rate

Thereis
an8increaseintheliabilityand

property

390
Employee

Benefits

Requested

FY
201220135

350

69
Comptroller

Robert

Kozlowski

presented
the

budget
request

He

noted

anincreaseto
theFICAaccountasaresultofincreasedwagesforthecurrentyearTheactuarialrecommendedcontributiontothe

town
andpolicepensionmovesusclosertofillingthegapsTownpensionisapproximately5911andthePolice8283LOSAPisstillbeinginvestigated400Non

Government

Subsidies

Requested

FY

2012

2013

28

838

Comptroller

Robert

Kozlowski

advised
that heincluded
a

fundingrequest from
only theorganizationsthat

sent
in

arequest
410Utilities

otherCharges

Requested
FY

2012
2013 2

666

440

Comptroller

Robert

Kozlowski

advised

that

funding

is

included

in

the

capital

plan

for

conversion

togas

boilersattheschoolsitwasnotedthatonceconvertedwewouldseesavingsrightaway420MiscChargesTransfersRequestedFY20122013436069ComptrollerRobertKozlowskipresented

the

budget

requestDiscussiontookplace

on

seeking
alternatives

tothe
cost

for

publicationof

legal

notices

Comptroller

Robert

Kozlowski

noted
thatfundsareincludedinwagecontingency

for

potential
additional

helpattheLibrarywhentheadditioniscompleted
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440 Debt Service Requested FY 20122013 4324436

Comptroller Robert Kozlowski presented

thebudget
request

He

notedthatthe
townhas

33090
000

in outstandinggeneral fundsupportedlong
term

debt
and

5 100
000

in

short

term
bond

anticipation
notes

4
Considerationof

recommendation

from
Board

ofSelectmen touse
accumulatedinterestfundsfromtheStonyHillSewerProjectfor

sewer

project
constructioncosts

The
Board

of
Selectmenhad
recommended

the
accumulatedinterestfundsfromtheStonyHillSewerProjectofapproximately75137132earnedbetweenJuly2006andDecember312011beusedforsewerprojectconstructioncostsThiswouldallowforthecompletionofworkforportionsofPhase2and3andwhencompletedwouldallowfortheassessmentstobe

levied

The

assessments

for

these

phases
are

necessary

to payforthecosts

associated

with

thebondingThe
resolution

fortheoriginalbondamountprovides
that

the
interest
earnedwould

reduce the

bonding

debt
the

Board

of
Selectmenrequest

which
requires

Special
Town

Meeting

approval

would
allow

for

theuse
of

these
funds

forconstructionpurposes
ratherthan

reducing
the

bonding
debt

Gary

Regan made
a
motionwhichwas

seconded
by

Timothy

Draper
to

concur

with

the

Board

of

Selectmen
s

recommendation
to
utilize

the
interest

earningsfor
construction

costs
associated

with
the

Stony
Hill

SewerProject
Vote

all
in

favor
motionunanimously

approved

A

Special
Town
Meetingis scheduled

for
TuesdayMarch

62012S
Considerationofdispositionofoldtownhall

A
lengthy

discussion
tookplaceregarding

the

oldtown

hall
TheBoardof

Selectmen

will
be

holding aPublic
Hearingon

February 29tTown
Counsel

Martin
J

Lawlor
has

ruled
that

the
demolition

of
the

oldtownhalldoes
notrequireBoard

of
Financenor

Town
Meeting

approval If
funding

was

required
for

demolitionthen theBoardofFinance

wouldbe

involved

First

Selectman
Knickerbocker

has
advised

that
there

is

a

grant which

would

cover
the

cost
of

demolition

and

parking lot

construction

Timothy
Draper

believes
that

there

is
adequate

parking
to

accommodate

a
housing
unit

or

similar
project

Town

Counsel

Martin
J

Lawlor
disagrees

J
Philip

GallagherWilliam
Kingston
and

TimothyDraperalloffered
that

they

wouldlike
to

seethe

buildingsoldandput
on

the
tax

rollsWilliam
Kingstonbelieves

that

the

buildingshouldbeputon
the

marketin
as

is

conditionforseveral

months
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First Selectman Knickerbocker offered that the

sewer
allocation

to

theoldtown
hall buildingcould
be

put intoasewer
bank
to

allow
fordevelopment

in

another
area

Hestressedthattheoldtownhallproperty

has
noparkingPZsupportstheintent

to

demolish

the

buildingbased
on

its
lack

ofparking
and

thegrant
would

provide thefunding
toraze

the buildingHe
pointed

out
the

similarities

to

theMasonic
Temple

andbuildingat
Chestnut

Greenwood

theseproperties
have

been

on

themarket
foraconsiderable time and have not soldsince there is no

parking associated with them J Philip Gallagher

madeamotion

which was
seconded

by

TimothyDraper thatthe

Board

ofFinance
goes

on

record
as
statingthatthespiritand

letter

of

the
Charter

of
theTownof

Bethel

requires

thattheBethelBoardofSelectmensendto

the
BethelBoardofFinancefortheirreview

and

recommendation
theSelectmen
s

proposed

resolution

to

demolish

the

buildingthatserved
as

Bethel

s TownHallfrom
1961
to1996
Voting

in

favorof
themotionJPhilipGallagherWilliamKingston

Gary

Regan
and

Timothy

Draper

Voting
againstthemotion

Patricia

Smithwick
Eileen

Freebairn

and

Claudia
Stephan

Motion
passed

It

was

clarifiedthatthat
themotionisonlyanadvisorymotionAstherewasnofurtherbusinessontonightsagendaJPhilip

Gallagher
madeamotionwhichwassecondedbyTimothyDrapertoadjournthemeetingat1025pmVoteallinfavormotionunanimouslyapprovedRespectfullysubmittedYvt

Wendy

Smith

ecording

Secretary


