
BOARD OF FINANCE
Clifford J Hurgin Municipal Center 1 School Street

Ill Bethel Connecticut 06801 Telephone 203

794
8501

MINUTES
OF REGULARMEETING
TuesdayJanuary10 20127
00

pm CJHMunicipal
Center

Meeting
Room
A

PRESENT
William

KingstonChairmanPatriciaSmithwickEileenFreebairnClaudiaStephan

Gary
ReganandTimothyDraperAlsoinattendance

were

Comptroller

Robert

Kozlowskiand
First

Selectman
Matthew

Knickerbocker
Call

to

orderPledge
of

AllegianceWilliamKingston
called

the

Regular
Meetingto

order

at
7

00

p

mPublic
Comments

PatriciaRist
Chairman

of

the
Planning

Zoning

Commission

requesting

Open

Spaceitem
be

moved

upontheagenda

PaulSzatkowski
John

O
Neil

Robert

Legnardand
Beth

Cavagna
all

spoke
in

support

of
the

purchase of
the

Open
Space Property

Timothy Draper

made
a motion
whichwas

seconded by Claudia Stephan
to move Consideration of

Purchase of Open Space
Land
up

on

the

agenda
tobediscussedafterconsiderationofmeetingminutes

Vote
allinfavormotionunanimouslyapprovedMinutes

of

December
132011

Patricia
Smithwick

made

a motion
which
was

secondedby GaryRegan
to

approvethe minutesas
presented

Voteallin
favor

motion
unanimously
approvedConsideration of

Purchase

ofOpen
Space

Land The Board of Selectmen hadrecommendedto
the

Board
of

Finance

an

appropriation
of

an
amount

not

to

exceed855000
whichrepresents90ofthepurchasepriceof95000095000pledgefromthePlanningZoningOpenSpace

Fund
topurchaseopenspacepropertyonthecornerofOldHawleyvilleRoaoadsubjecttoSpecialTownMeetingapproval2012JAW12P2SST04Ir

OF

OETI

IEL

TOti

Jt

CLEf
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Gary Regan made a motion which was seconded by Claudia Stephan to approve

theBoardof

Selectmen

s
recommendation

topurchase
Open

Spaceproperty

Discussion
ensuedTimothy

Draper

questioned

thePZ

Open

Space

Account
and

whether
they

couldorwouldcontribute more

towards
the

purchaseMrPalmerexplainedthat
the

PZhasan
account

which accepts
fees

in
lieu

ofopenspace
theaccount

has
approximately

210
000
P

Zpledged
95

000

towardsthispurchaseand
would

like

to

retain
funds

in

the
account

for
various

other
items

including

appraisals

possible
seed
money

forotherventuresetc He
notedthat

no

new

funds
were

addedto the
account

in

2011
the

account

had

been

built

up

over

manyyears

Steven

Palmer

explained

thatthe

Franc

property

has

beena
subject

of

interest

for

many
many
years

The
town nowhasan opportunitytopurchase
it

Mr

Palmer
noted

that

the
purchase
andexpenditure

of fundsto
purchase

the property
is

finite andwe
as
the

towncontrolitsdestiny
whereas

if

thepropertyis developedthe
costs

town

services

would
be

in

perpetuity

Timothy
Draper

questioned
whethera

portion
ofthe

property
could
be

sold
offtoa

developer
andhalf

retained
by

thetownTownCounselMartinJLawlornotedthatthe

Franc

family

was

notinterested
in

splitting

upthe parcelMrPalmer
offered

thatthe

value
to

thepropertywhich
includes

wetlandsis
its

entiretyUse
ofthepropertywas

discussedThe
propertywas always

anticipated
to

beopen
space

with
perhapspassive

recreationaluse

The
Franc

family

has

not
puta

restriction
onthe

purchase

forits
use

The
Townwould

be
abletodetermineitsfuture

use
ifweowned

it
Comptroller

RobertKozlowski
talkedabout financingthepurchase

one
ofthe suggestions

was
tofinance

it
overa35year

period
Henoted a

recent
Bond

Anticipation
NoteBANrate

was3

a

similar

ratewould

result

in

an

approximateinterest

cost

of7700

over

5

years

Annuallythis

would

beapproximately171
000

plus

interestif
done

overa
5

year period
WilliamKingston

notedthat
he

wouldliketo seemore

residents
participate

in
the

legislative

process
than

at

a

typical

SpecialTown
Meetingand

suggesteda
townwide

referendum
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Timothy Draper offered that he felt conflicted on the purchase on

one
handhe

would

feelhypocriticalin

that
this

would

take
work

away

from
fellowbuilders

and

onthe

otherhand
as

an

outdoorsman

believes

inthe
benefit

of

outdoor

open

space
Vote

all
in

favor
motion

unanimously

approvedIt
was

agreed
to

determinethemethod

of

financing

at

a

future

date

Chairman

Report

William

Kingston
gave

a
briefoverview

of
the

world
economic

climateandofferedthat

therehasbeensomegood

news

in

that

the

unemployment

rate

has

gone

down
200

000newjobs
have

beencreated
and

there

appears

tobe
a

slow

trajectory

of

improvementComptroller

Report

Comptroller RobertKozlowskipassedout
various

reports

Discussiontookplaceregarding
the

formattingof
the

monthly
statusreports

Comptroller

Robert
Kozlowski

explained

that
thenew

computer

system
does

not
allowfor

the
detailedreports

like
the
old

system
inasuccinct

manner
theyare

still
looking

intowaystomakethereportmoredetailedandcondensed

Changes

intheGrand
List

ComptrollerRobertKozlowski

noted

thatthe

Assessor
is

still

compilingtheGrand

Listitis anticipatedto
increase

slightly
Tax

Collection

Trends Comptroller
Robert

Kozlowski

noted

thattax

collections

are

comparable

tobeing

the

same

as

lastyear

although

we

are

aheadon

back

taxes

since

the
Tax

Collector

recently

helda
Tax

Sale

Non

TaxRevenue
Comptroller

Robert
Kozlowski

advisedthat

he
does

not

anticipate

any

significantchange

to

state

revenues

Comptroller

Robert

Kozlowski
advised

that

they
are still

compiling
thetotal

costs
related

to
theOctober

storm

reimbursementby
FEMA

would

be

in

6

9
months
Accounts

wouldbe
reimbursed accordingly

He reminded
the

Board

of

Financeof
theFundBalance

Policy

hehad
passed

outHenotedthatthe ratingagencies
would

like

to

have
the

town

have

one

inplace
Discussion

of

2012

2013
Budget

including

setting

dates

for
budget

presentations

William

Kingston

advised
that

the

First

Selectman

s
Office

would

coordinate

establishing

the
dates

for

the

budget

presentations
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Consideration of a recommendation from the Board of Selectmen to fund afull
time temporary position for the

remainder
of

thecurrentfiscal
year

inthe
Assessor

sOfficeTimothy
Draper

made

a
motion

whichwasseconded
by

PatriciaSmithwicktoapprove

therecommendation
from

the
Board

of

Selectmen

to
fund
afull

timetemporary
positionfor

the
reminder

of

the

current
fiscal

year
in

the

Assessor

s
Office

Discussion

ensued

The

Boardof
Selectmen

had

recommended

funding
this

position

First
SelectmanKnickerbockerwas

present

to

explain

therequest

He

noted

that

dueto

the

workload
requiredthe additional
work

created
by

theStateof

Connecticut
and

an
employeeinjury

necessitatedthepart
time

employee towork
more

hours
therebyusing

the

funding

more

quickly

than

anticipated

He

explained
that

it

would
bea

budget

neutral

transfer

as

there
isfundingin

the

wage
contingency

and

contingency

accounts

William
Kingstonexpressedconcern

that

this
request

puts

the

Board

of
Financeina

dreadful

positionandthat
they

should

have
been

made

awareof
this

earlier
The

Board
of

Financehaddeliberatedand
recommended

keeping

this

position

as
a

part
time

position

due

to

economic

reasons

and
the

budget

approved
by

the
voters

contained

funding

only

forapart
time

position

offering

that

he
felt

this

was

being

forced
on

the

Board

of

Finance
lastminuteand

deceiving

to
thepublic andthatif
the

Board

of
FinanceFirst

Selectman

Knickerbocker

noted

that

there
were

several

extraordinary

circumstances

that
created

this

shortfall

and

that
there

was

no
intentto

deceive

anyone

Assessor

Ann

Marie
Heering

reinforced

the

need
and

provided

anin
depth

explanation

as

to

the

workload

of

her

office

staffing

historyadditional
work

required
by

the

State

etc

Shenotedthat
therewereextraordinary

circumstancesthat
led

tohavingto
use

more

hours

fortheparttime
employee

than
originallyplanned

employee

injurytheoffice
neededtobe

covered
the

public
needed

to
be

served

and
the

office
requirements

grand

list
personal

property
inspections

assessments

etc
had

to
be

met

She
reiterated

First
Selectman

Knickerbocker

s
sentiment

that
there

was

no
intent

to
deceive

they

fully
expected

normal
office

functions

to
return

but
basically

there

was
just

one
thing

after

another
She

and
her

staff

worked

through

lunch
hours

and

weekends
just

to
get

the

work
done

She
noted

that

her
office

is
the

office

that
creates
the

grandlist
this

isa considerable
task

which
requires

a

great
deal

of

work

Gary

Regan
expressed

concern
over

the

communication

and

the

monthly

reports

He

noted

that
if

they
received

monthly
reportsshowing

theaccount
detail

the

Board

of
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Fillance would have been alerted to the

funds

being

usedmore

quickly

thananticipatedVoting
in
favor

ofthe
motion

Patricia
Smithwick

EileenFreebairnandClaudiaStephan
Voting

against
themotion WilliamKingston

Gary
Regan

and
TimothyDraperMotion

failsMorediscussionon
the

sametopic
ensued

Second
vote
on

the

originalmotion

netted
thesame

results

Voting
in

favorof the

motion

Patricia
Smithwick

Eileen

Freebairn

and

Claudia
Stephan

Voting

against

the
motionWilliam

KingstonGaryRegan

and

Timothy

DraperMotion
fails

PatriciaSmithwick
madea

motion
which

was
seconded

by
Gary

Regan

to
fund

for
apart

time
temporary

position
for

the

remainder
of

the

current

fiscal
year
in

theAssessorsOfficefunding
to

comefrom
the

wagecontingency
and

orcontingency
account

Vote

ail

in
favor

motion

unanimously
approved

The Assessorwill
providemonthly
status

reports
onthe

situationConsideration ofa
recommendation

to
the

Board
ofSelectmen

regardingbonding

for
further

Road

Construction
William

Kingstonexplained
that

thistopic
was

on
the

agenda

as
he

wanted

to

see

about

the

feasibility

ofcombining
theroad

constructionfunding
with

the
OpenSpace

purchasefor
consideration

on
a

referendum
ballot

but
was

advised
that

thiswas
notpossible FirstSelectmanKnickerbocker

did

notethat

theTown
of

Bethel

recently
received

notification
ofa500

000

STEAP

grant
for
road

constructionrelatedto
the

Stony
Hill

Sewer
ProjectIt

wassuggestedtohaveBarry
Bernabe

Financial
Advisor and

Michael
FortePension

Advisorattendafuturemeeting
to

go
over

their

respective

rolesand

provide anupdateto
the

boardAs
there
was

no
further

business

on

tonights agendaPatriciaSmithwick
made

a

motion

which

was

seconded

by

Timothy
Draper

to

adjourn

the

meetingat9
40

p

m

Voteallin
favor

motion
unanimously

approvedRespectfullysubmittedWendy Smith
ecording
Secretary


