
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

4 A Clifford J Hurgin Municipal Center 1 School Street

Bethel

Connecticut06801
Telephone

203794 8501
Matthew SKnickerbocker

First
Selectman

Richard
C

StraitonSelectmanPaul
R

Szatkowski

Selectman

MINUTES
OF

SPECIAL

MEETING

Thursday

March
1

2012

7

30

p
m

C1H

Municipal

Center
Meeting

Room

A

PRESENT

FirstSelectman
KnickerbockerSelectmanStraiton

andSelectmanSzatkowski
Alsoin

attendance
wereComptroller

Robert

Kozlowski
Assistant

Comptroller
Brad

Heering and
Treasurer Thomas

O
Leary

First
Selectman

Knickerbocker
called

the
Special

Meeting
to

order
at

7
30

p m
1

Consideration of establishing
date

for rescheduled Public Hearing
on

oldTown
Hall

FirstSelectman

Knickerbocker

made
a

motion

whichwas
seconded

by

Selectman

Straiton
toestablish

the
dateofWednesdayMarch21

2012
at700

p
m

inthe
BethelHigh SchoolAuditoriumfor

the
PublicHearing on

the
oldtown

hall
Voteallinfavormotion

unanimously
approved2 Consideration

ofFY
2012

2013budget deliberation
AccountDepartment

Requested
FY

12

13

Recommended

FY

12

13

100

Selectmen

193

103

193

103

First
Selectman

Knickerbockermade
a

motion

which

was

seconded
by

Selectman

Szatkowski

to

recommend
to

the

Board

of

Finance
funding

Account

100

Selectmen

s
Office

at

193

103

Vote
all

in

favor

motion

unanimously
approved

Account

Department
Requeste

F

13emended

FY

12
13

110

Treasurer

6

925
R

inn

V

i

J
V

0

itlC6
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First Selectman Knickerbocker made a motion which was seconded by

Selectman
Straiton

to
recommend

to

theBoard
of

Financefunding

Account

110Treasurerat
6

925

Vote

all

in

favor

motion

unanimouslyapprovedAccount
DepartmentRequested

FY
12

13
Recommended

FY

12
13120Finance

372
914

372
914
First

Selectman
Knickerbocker

made
a

motionwhich
was

seconded by
Selectman

Straiton to
recommendto

the

Board
of

Finance funding Account
120
Finance

Department
at

372914
Vote

all
infavor

motion unanimously

approved
Account

Department

Requested

FY

12

13

Recommended

FY

12

13

130Town
Clerk

218378
218

378
First

SelectmanKnickerbockermadeamotionwhichwasseconded

by

Selectman

Straiton

to

recommend
to
the

Board
of

Finance funding
Account

130

TownClerk
at

218

378Vote
allin

favor

motionunanimouslyapproved
AccountDepartmentRequested

FY

1213
RecommendedFY12
13140

Assessor
195738

195
738First

Selectman
Knickerbockermade

a
motionwhich

was
secondedby

Selectman
Straitonto

recommend
tothe
Board

of

FinancefundingAccount 140

AssessorsOfficeat

195 738Vote
allin

favor
motionunanimouslyapprovedBoardof

Selectmen
recommendedfundingthe fulltimeposition

Selectman
SzatkowskirequestedtheAssessorprovide

a
summaryofrevenue lostdueto

assessment
appealsAccountDepartmentRequestedFY

12
13RecommendedFY

12
13150

Tax
Collector

185

144
185144

First
SelectmanKnickerbockermade

a
motionwhich

was
secondedbySelectmanStraitonto

recommend
totheBoard ofFinancefunding

Account
150TaxCollectorat185

144
Voteallin favormotionunanimously

approved
AccountDepartmentRequestedFY1213

Recommended

FY

1213

160ProfessionalServices
212680212

680

First

Selectman
Knickerbocker

made

amotion

which
was

seconded
bySelectmanSzatkowski

to

recommendto theBoard

of
Financefunding

Account
160

ProfessionalServices
at212

680
Vote

allinfavor
motionunanimously

approvedAccountDepartment
Requested

FY
12

13
RecommendedFY1213170

Probate

5

711
5 711
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First Selectman Knickerbocker made a motion which was seconded by Selectman

Szatkowskito
recommend

to

theBoard
of

Finance

funding
Account

170

Probateat

5
711

Vote
all

in
favor

motion

unanimously

approved

Account

Department

Requested

FY

12

13

Recommended

FY
1213180

BuildingDepartment

209
933

209
933

First
Selectman

Knickerbocker

made

a

motion
which

was

seconded

by

Selectman
Straiton

to

recommend
tothe

Board
ofFinancefundingAccount180

Building
Departmentat209 933Vote

allin
favormotion unanimouslyapprovedDiscussed

was
therequestfor

electronic
mediastorage

The
Townis lookingintoexpanding

the
capabilitiesofexisting programsi

e
Progeos

Huntfor
storage

of

files
for

the

Building
Health

and
Public

Works

DepartmentsUpfront
costs

to
switch

over

to
theLaserfiche

system
are

around
9000

with

subsequent

years

being

less
Account

Department

Requested

FY

12
13

Recommended

FY

12

13

190

Data

Processing

IT

271468
273

718

First

Selectman

Knickerbocker
made

a

motion

which

was
seconded

by

Selectman

Szatkowski

to
recommend

to

the

Board

ofFinance

funding

Account

190

DataProcessing

IT

at

273

718This

provides

for

an

increase
of

2

250

for
Account

300

FireMarshalMaintenanceof

Computer

Program

Account

300Fire

Marshal

will

reflect

areductionof
2

250

Voteall

in

favor

motion

unanimouslyapproved

Account

Department

Requested

FY12

13

Recommended

FY

1213

200

Social

Services

6026760
267

First

SelectmanKnickerbocker

made

amotionwhichwas
seconded
by
Selectman

Straiton
torecommend

to

the

Board

of

Financefunding
Account

200

Social

Services
at

60
267

Vote

all
in

favormotionunanimously

approved

AccountDepartmentRequestedFY
12

13Recommended
FY

1213
210

Town

Insurance
925

990
925990

First
Selectman

Knickerbocker

made

a
motion

whichwas
secondedby

SelectmanSzatkowskitorecommendto
the

Boardof
Financefunding

Account
210Town

Insurance
at925

990
Voteall

in
favormotion

unanimously
approved

Account Department

Requested
FY1213RecommendedFY1213220FleetMaintenance

355742354842
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First Selectman Knickerbocker made a motion which was seconded by Selectman Straiton to

recommend to

the
Board

of

FinancefundingAccount
220Fleet

Maintenanceat
354

842
Voteall in

favor

motion
unanimously

approved
This

provides for
a

reduction

to

220
308

Clothing
Allowance

of
900Account

Department

Requested
FY

1213 RecommendedFY
1213230PublicWorks321600318600First

Selectman

Knickerbocker
madea

motion
which

was
secondedby
Selectman

Straiton
torecommendtotheBoardofFinancefundingAccount230PublicWorksat318600VotinginfavorofthemotionFirstSelectmanKnickerbockerandSelectmanStraitonVotingagainstthemotionSelectmanSzatkowskiMotionpassedThisprovidesforareductionto230120Internof3000SelectmanSzatkowskiexpressedconcernoverthefunding

of

the

Civil

Engineer

Selectmen

supported
the

secretarial

position goingfromparttime

to

full

timeAccountDepartment
Requested

FY1213RecommendedFY12
13

240
Highway
2122

6201
191

603
First

Selectman

Knickerbocker
madea

motion
which

was
seconded

by

Selectman

Straiton
to

recommend

tothe
Board

of
Finance

fundingAccount240
HighwayDepartment

at
1

191
603

Vote

allin
favor
motionunanimouslyapproved

This
provides

for

a
reduction

to

240

308

Clothing

Allowance

of
3

600
an
addition

to
240

313Contracted
Services

of
12

000
leaves

and
a

reductionto
240

404
Road

Construction
of939

417

moved

to
consideration
offunding in

the
10year

capitalplanVote
allinfavormotionunanimouslyapprovedAccount

Department
Requested

FY
1213Recommended

FY

1213

250
PlanningZoning213

898

213
898

First SelectmanKnickerbocker
madea

motion whichwas
seconded

by
Selectman

Szatkowski
to

recommend
to

the
Board

of
Finance

fundingAccount250Planning
Zoningat213

898
Voteall

in
favor

motion unanimously
approved

Account

Department
Requested

FY12 13RecommendedFY12

13260

Building

Maintenance

1

037

873
666

073
First

Selectman

Knickerbocker

made a

motion

which
was

seconded
by

Selectman

Straiton

to recommend

to

the
Board

of
Finance

funding

Account
260

Building
Maintenance

at

666
073
Vote

all

in
favor

motion

unanimously

approved
This

provides
for

a
reduction

to260
308
Clothing

Allowanceof1800
and

260

405Capital
Construction

of370

000movedtoconsideration
of

funding
in

the10
yearcapital

plan

Account

DepartmentRequestedFY1213
Recommended

FY12
13

270

TreeWarden99

40099
400
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First Selectman Knickerbocker made a motion which was seconded by Selectman Szatkowski to

recommendtothe

Board

of
Finance

fundingAccount
270

TreeWarden

at99
400

Vote
all
in

favor
motion

unanimouslyapproved

Account

Department

Requested
FY

1213RecommendedFY 12

13
290

EmergencyManagement2600026
000

First
Selectman

Knickerbocker
madea

motion

which
was

seconded
by

SelectmanSzatkowskitorecommend
to

the
Board

of
Finance

funding

Account

290
Emergency
Management

at26000Vote
all

in

favor

motion
unanimously

approved
Account

DepartmentRequested
FY

12

13
Recommended

FY
12
13

300Fire
Marshal

88 134
85

884FirstSelectman
Knickerbocker

made
a

motion whichwas
seconded

by

Selectman
Straiton

to

recommend

tothe

Board

of

Financefunding

Account

300

Fire

Marshalat

85

884

Vote

allin
favor

motion

unanimously

approved

This
provides

for
areduction

to
3002010ffice

Expense
of
2

250
whichhadpreviously

been
movedto

the
190

DataProcessingITbudgetAccountDepartmentRequestedFY1213

RecommendedFY 12

13

310

Bethel
FireDepartment203950175950 First

Selectman

Knickerbocker madeamotionwhich
was

seconded
by

Selectman
Szatkowskito

recommend
tothe

Board
of
Finance

funding
Account310Bethel

Fire
Departmentat

175
950

VoteallinfavormotionunanimouslyapprovedThisprovidesfor

a

reductionto 310207
Firehouse

Maintenanceof13000exteriorand
interior

painting moved
to

considerationof
fundingin the

10

year
capital

planand
areduction of15

000

new
officefurniture

movedto
consideration

of

funding
in

the
10yearcapital

plan
to310

403

Capital

Equipment
Voteall

in
favormotion

unanimously

approvedAccount
Department

Requested
FY12

13
RecommendedFY1213320

Stony
HillFireDepartment

120
700

115668
FirstSelectman Knickerbockermadea

motion
whichwas seconded

by
SelectmanSzatkowski

to
recommendtotheBoardof

Finance
fundingAccount 320

Stony
Hill

Fire

Department
at

115
668Vote

all

in

favormotion

unanimously

approved

This

providesfor

a

reductionto320

202

of

5

032turnout

gear
It

was

thought
both

departments
couldget

togetherandprice

out

turnoutgear also
each

department

has
different

costsassociatedwithturn out
gear
Account

Department
Requested

FY

12
13

Recommended

FY

12
13

330 Registrar
of

Voters
102

386 102
386
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First Selectman Knickerbocker made a motion which was seconded by Selectman Szatkowski to

recommendto
the

Board

of

Finance
fundingAccount

330
RegistrarofVoters

at
102386

Vote
allinfavormotion

unanimously

approved

AccountDepartment Requested

FY
1213

Recommended
FY12 13340Town

Boards
Commissions113 350

128
350

First

Selectman
Knickerbockermadeamotionwhich

wasseconded
by

SelectmanSzatkowski

to
recommend

tothe
Board

of

Finance
funding

Account
340

Boards

and
Commissions

at
128

350

Vote
all

in
favor

motion

unanimously

approved

This
provides

for

an

increase

of 15
000 for

legal
expenses

associated

with

a

new

Charter
Revision

Commission

Account

Department

Requested
FY

12

13

Recommended

FY
12

13

350

Health

Department281

269

281269
First

SelectmanKnickerbockermadeamotion which was seconded by Selectman Straiton to

recommendtotheBoard of Finance funding Account 350 Health Department

at281
269

Vote

allin
favor

motion

unanimously
approved

Account

DepartmentRequested

FY
12

13
Recommended

FY
12

13

360

Police

Department

3

724

315

3

724

315

First
SelectmanKnickerbockermade

amotion

which
was

seconded
by

Selectman
Straiton

to

recommend

to

the
Board

of

Finance

funding

Account
360

Police

Department
at3

724
315Voteallinfavor

motion
unanimouslyapprovedAccount DepartmentRequested

FY12
13Recommended FY1213

380
ParksRecreation1

132
488890

348
FirstSelectman Knickerbockermadea

motion
whichwasseconded bySelectman

Straiton
to

recommendtothe

Board

of
Finance

funding

Account
380

Parks
Recreation

at

890348
Vote

all
in

favor

motion
unanimouslyapproved

This
provides

for
areduction

to

380

403

Capital

Equipment
of

19

190

moved

to
consideration

of

funding

in

the

10

year

capital

plan

and
380

403

Capital

Equipment

of
222

950

moved

to

consideration
of

funding

in

the

10
year

capital

plan

Vote

allin
favor

motion

unanimously

approvedAccount

Department

Requested

FY

1213

Recommended

FY

12

13
390

Employee

Benefits

5
350

697

5350697First

Selectman

Knickerbocker

made

amotion

which

was

seconded

bySelectmanStraiton
to

recommend

tothe

Board

of

Finance

fundingAccount

390

Employee

Benefits

at5
350

697

Vote

allin
favor

motion

unanimously

approvedComptrollerRobert
Kozlowski

noted

that
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there might possibly be some change to the medical benefits the consultant is working on

getting

thelowestpossible
price

AccountDepartmentRequestedFY1213RecommendedFY1213400NonGovtAgencies28

838
20

504
FirstSelectmanKnickerbocker

made
a

motion
which

was

secondedbySelectman
Straitonto

recommend
to

the

Boardof
Finance

fundingAccount
400

NonGovernment
Agencies

at20
504

Voteall
in

favormotion
unanimously

approvedThis
provides

fundingfor
400

333

WECHARat
2

500
400334MentalHealthCenterat2046400335WomensCenterat3000400336AbilityBeyondDisabilityat4000400338RegionalCommissionat2767

400

360Hospice
at

2500and400372NewOpportunitiesat3691Voteallinfavormotionunanimouslyapproved Selectmenall

agreed

thattheTown

of

Bethel

hasaresponsibilityto
fund

accounts
that

support
the

BethelcommunityAccountDepartmentRequestedFY1213RecommendedFY1213405IntraGovtAgencySubsidies377519377519FirstSelectmanKnickerbockermadeamotionwhichwassecondedbySelectman

Szatkowski

torecommend
to the
BoardofFinancefundingAccount405IntraGovernmentAgencySubsidiesat377519Voteallin favor

motion
unanimously

approvedAccountDepartment

Requested

FY

1213

Recommended
FY
1213

410UtilitiesCharges

Services
26664402541440FirstSelectmanKnickerbockermadeamotionwhichwassecondedbySelectmanSzatkowskitorecommendtotheBoardofFinancefundingAccount410UtilitiesChargesServicesat2541

440

Voteall in
favor motion
unanimouslyapprovedThisincludesareductionof125000to410205FuelOilThis

is
net

savings
asaresult

of
reducing

410
205
Fuel

Oil

andan
increase

cost
to

410
321

Natural

Gas
Comptroller

Robert
KozlowskiadvisedthatwiththeconversionoftheremainingschoolstogasbythenextheatingseasonimmediatesavingswouldberealizedThereisalsoapossibilityofagrantfortheconversion

Account

DepartmentRequested FY
12

13RecommendedFY1213420MiscChargesTransfers436069436069FirstSelectmanKnickerbocker

made
a

motion
whichwasseconded

by
Selectman

Straiton
to

recommend

to
the

Board
of

Finance
funding

Account
420

Misc

Charges
Transfers

at

436

069VoteallinfavormotionunanimouslyapprovedAccountDepartmentRequestedFY1213RecommendedFY1213430SeniorCenter137366137366
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First Selectman Knickerbocker made a motion which was seconded by Selectman Szatkowski

to
recommend

to

the
Board

of

Finance

funding
Account

430
Senior

Centerat
137

366
Vote

all
infavor

motion
unanimously

approvedAccountDepartment
Requested

FY
12

13
RecommendedFY1213

435

Library

760

051

735444
First

Selectman
Knickerbocker

madea
motion

which
was

secondedby
Selectman

Straiton
torecommendto

the

Board
of

FinancefundingAccount435
Library

at735444Vote
all

in favormotionunanimously
approved

This
provides

for

areductionto
their

requestof24 607and
funds
atthecurrentyear

budget
level

Selectmen
offered

that
there

will
probably

be

additional
costs

with
the

completionofthesecond
story

Account

Department

RequestedFY 12

13
Recommended

FY12
13440 DebtService

4

324

4364324

436
First

Selectman

Knickerbocker

made
amotionwhichwas
seconded

by

Selectman
SzatkowskitorecommendtotheBoardofFinancefundingAccount440DebtServiceat4324436VoteallinfavormotionunanimouslyapprovedComptrollerRobertKozlowskinotedthathe

anticipates
acceleratingpayments

to
the

road
account

lights

and

equipment

in
order

to

reduce

the
debtmore

quickly
Account

Department

Requested
FY

12
13

Recommended

FY

12

13
450

BoardofEducation
39

810
925

39
810
925

First

Selectman Knickerbockermade

a

motionwhich
was

seconded

by

Selectman
Straitonto

recommend
tothe Board

ofFinance
funding

Account450
Board

of

Educationat
39

810

925

Voteall
in

favor

motion

unanimously

approved
Selectmen

remarked
that

they
believe

thevoters
should

have

theirsay
on

theBoard

of

Educationbudget
the

Board

ofEducationis
elected

by
the

votersand they
the

Board

ofEducation
have

formulated
a

budgettheybelieve
best

meets

theeducational needs
of

the

Town
of

Bethel
Account

Department

RequestedFY12
13

Recommended

FY
12

13

460
Board

of
Education

Maintenance
535

406535406 FirstSelectman
Knickerbocker

made
a

motion
which

was

seconded
by

Selectman

Straiton

to

recommendtothe
Board

of

Finance
funding

Account

460

Board

of
Education

Maintenanceat

535

406
Vote

all

in

favor

motionunanimously
approved
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10 Year Capital Plan

Page 9

After deliberation on

alloftheitemsproposed
forcapitalfunding

underthe

FY20122013
First

Selectman
Knickerbocker

madeamotionwhichwas

seconded
by
Selectman

Szatkowski

to

recommendtothe
Board
of

Finance
funding

the10yearCapitalPlanat2837

866
Voteallinfavormotionunanimouslyapproved

This

provides
fundingfor

the

following
220Fleet

MaintenanceOilSystem

7
500

240

Highway
Road

construction
939
416

450
460

Board
of

Education

UndergroundWiresparkinglot10

000 450
460

Board of Education
Retamping repair

Middle

School

10000
450

460
Board

of

Education

Town
Gas

Conversion
for

Schools

188

160260
Building

Maintenance

Highway

Garage

roof

60

000

260

Building

Maintenance

GP

Room

A

C

50

000

260

BuildingMaintenance

Gym

Heat
HotwaterSystem50000260BuildingMaintenanceSouthStreetFirehouse65000260BuildingMaintenanceAnimalControlFacility30000260BuildingMaintenanceHighwayGaragegasconversion

165

000

310

Bethel

Fire

Department

Engine

5

460

000

310

Bethel
Fire DepartmentPainting
Furniture

18000 320
Stony HillFireDepartmentPumper
tanker

650000
360

Police

Department Wirelessradiocommunication
75000

360
Police

DepartmentNew
building

or

expansion

80

000

380

Parks

Recreation

Tennis

court

replacement

167

950

TOTAL2

837866FireTrucksseparatebondpackagevote1110000GasConversionforSchoolsanticipatedfundingfromgrant188160Astherewasnofurtherbusinessontonights

agenda

Selectman

Straitonmadeamotion
which

was
seconded

bySelectman

Szatkowskitoadjournthe
meeting

at

10

35

p

m
Voteallinfavormotionunanimouslyapproved

Respectfully

submitted
U

CWendySmithcordingSecretary


